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CHILDREN’S HOLIDAY PROGRAMME
WCC’s first holiday programme was hugely successful,
judging from the comments by children, parents and
volunteers. An average of 25 children aged 9-12
attended each of the 3 days. Assisting WCC staff and
volunteers Julien Erwin and Delray Janse van
Rensburg

were the amazing learners from Hermanus High
School.

In an age of electronics, they built reptile models by
hand;
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They ran an 'amazing race';

They discovered the magic of biodiversity on the
beach;

They identified marine birds and found some
enormous skate egg cases.

small-scale fishers to participate more actively in the
supply chain. It will include establishing a women’s
cooperative that will buy fish directly from the fishers
and supply it to participating restaurants. This will
increase their role in the marketing and processing of
their catches, thus benefitting from better returns for
their efforts. This will require the support of the
formal retail and restaurant markets, many of whom
have expressed a willingness to enable responsible
fishers through preferential procurement.
At the end some of the children stood still long
enough for a group photo.
We thank all the generous sponsors who made it
possible for some of the children to attend the
programme and to eat well too.
SASC • JENNY JACKSON • FRANK RAIMONDO • JUSTINE DU
TOIT • MICHAEL RAIMONDO • PHILIP MYBURGH • T
STREICHER • DEXTER RAUBENHEIMER • CAROLINE GABB
MRS RAFFINO • WOOLWORTHS FOOD • JUST CARE
• OVERSTRAND MUNICIPALITY

IS THERE A FUTURE FOR SMALL SCALE FISHERS?
“The realities faced by small-scale fishers are harsh
and immediate”, said Mkhululi Silandela, WWF-SA’s
small-scale fisheries officer, speaking at the WCC talk
on 7 July.

A large audience, including small scale fishers from as
far as Pringle Bay in the west and Buffelsjag in the east
gathered to find out if there might be a future for this
industry.
WWF-SA has been working with the Kogelberg fishing
communities and various stakeholders in Kleinmond
since 2013 to address some of the key environmental
and social challenges facing South Africa’s small-scale
fisheries.
The Fisheries Improvement Project (FIP) is the first of
its kind in the country and is built on the premise that
small-scale fisheries need to be both socially and
environmentally sustainable in order to support
livelihoods. Over the last year, together with the
community, the project partners have pulled together
a work plan to achieve resilient fisheries. Key to the
work plan is enabling environmentally responsible
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The project also aims to establish a fish market at the
Kleinmond harbour where the public will be able to
purchase fresh fish.
Silandela added, ““We believe this innovative FIP
approach provides a viable model for marine
conservation
because
it
integrates
social
accountability and environmental management. What
is more exciting about the model is the opportunity to
create improved market access for communities who
have committed to improving their fisheries.”
The long term objective is to see the project emulated
in other fishing communities along the South African
coast.

Mkhululi Silandela (second from left), William Ntebe
(DAFF), Rob Fryer (WCC General Manager) and Jamie
Hart (WCC Chairman)

JOIN WCC SPONSORS FIRST FRIDAYS ARTWALK

INVITATION TO A TALK BY DAVID DAVIDSON

Africa, the Loggerhead Turtle and the Leatherback
Turtle, the latter being the world’s second largest
reptile reaching lengths in excess of 3 metres.
Since then the recovery of the turtle populations has
been more than encouraging.
Dr Hughes’ presentation will cover the history and
biology of all extant species of sea turtles but
concentrates on the South Western Indian Ocean
programmes and nesting sites.

Whale Coast Conservation, in conjunction with
Hermanus Tourism, has pleasure in inviting you to this
not-to-be missed talk by David Davidson.
TUESDAY 11 AUGUST
AT 17h00 for 17H30
HERMANUS MUNICIPAL AUDITORIUM
(Please note the change of venue)
Come and hear the thrilling story of how the almostnot-to-be exhibit came together within hours of the
deadline through sheer hard work, exhibitor
camaraderie and media support!
“After 22 years of Chelsea, it’s never boring!” says
David Davidson, designer and co-ordinator of the
Kirstenbosch-South Africa exhibit at the Chelsea
Flower Show in London for the past 17 years.
Please join us for refreshments and environmental
education exhibits after the talk.
Please RSVP by Friday 7 August 2015 to Gardean at
hermanustourism2@hermanus.co.za for catering.

TALK ON SEA TURTLE CONSERVATION
August is a bonus month. WCC has organised a second
talk this month. As many of you are aware hundreds
of baby turtles recently washed up on Cape beaches.
We are privileged to welcome the world expert on sea
turtles Dr George Hughes. His talk is “Sea Turtles: 52
Years of Conservation Success 1963-2015” will take
place on WEDNESDAY 26 AUGUST at 17h30 at the
Green House. Please note this is a Wednesday to suit
the speaker and not our usual Tuesday talk night.
Launched in the summer season of 1963/64 the Sea
Turtle programme on the Maputaland Coast of
KwaZulu-Natal was initiated by the Natal Parks Board
in response to complaints that turtles were being
killed on the beaches near Kosi Bay. The first survey
revealed that two species of sea turtle nested in South
3|Page

Dr Hughes is a career
conservationist. He has
served as a game ranger,
scientist and senior
manager in the Natal
Parks Board and has
been closely associated
with sea turtles since
1965. He has published
two books, Between the
Tides – in search of sea
turtles and Drakensberg
Ranger, the adventures
of a conservationist in
the Drakensberg Mountains in the early 1960s.
George is a foundation member of the Marine Turtle
Specialist Group of IUCN (International Union for the
Conservation of Nature).
The WCC monthly talks are made possible by funding
from the National Lottery Distribution Trust Fund.

CLIFF PATH DVD SPECIAL OFFER AND VOICEMAP
There are a few copies left of the Hermanus Cliff Path
DVD ‘The Cliff Path Experience’ at the special price of
R50 each or two for R80. Copies are available at
Hermanus Tourism. An informative audio of the
Hermanus Biodiversity Walk can be downloaded onto
a cell phone from Voicemap. It’s worth it.

THE TROUBLE WITH ARGENTINE ANTS
An interesting story was reported in the Hermanus
Times of 2 July under the heading Ants leave Sandbaai
in the dark.
According to the article, ants were the cause of a
night-long power outage that affected parts of
Sandbaai on 25 June. Stephen Müller, director
Infrastructure and Planning for the Overstrand
Municipality, said the ants invaded the electronic
circuit board of the relay at the Branderdraai Ring
Main Unit that feeds two mini-substations in
Sandbaai. “This caused a malfunction of the
protection unit and caused a nuisance trip,” he
explained. Müller said all necessary fault finding
procedures were followed, but the cause could only
be pinpointed the next morning. “The power was
restored and an investigation will be done to ensure
the ants are kept out of these units.”
Sheraine van Wyk and former WCC staff member
Denise Schemel confirmed that the ants could have
been the problem. Denise said “We assume they were
Argentine ants. These ants don't burrow like other
ants to form a nest. They rather colonise artificial
cavities. An electronic box or unit is ideal. They are
cold blooded and are attracted to the heat generated
by electronic units. It is likely that the unit was not
opened or serviced in a long time allowing them to
form a large number of individuals. The ants have high
water content and if they crawl between the circuit
boards they cause short circuits. As the ants die, they
release pheromones that give the other ants a signal
that they are under attack, causing other members to
swarm towards the source of the pheromones. This
can cause more short circuit damage leading to
overall damage to the unit.”
Denise advises that the only way to prevent this is to
treat the units with a long term non water soluble
pesticide specifically designed for ants. This will need
to form part of the regular maintenance of the units.
Argentine ants are also a problem in fynbos. Caroline
Christian, writing for the Protea Atlas Project says this
about them:
“The litany of threats that exotic plant species pose to
Fynbos is well known. However, in addition to being
choked by plant invaders, Fynbos also faces an
indirect threat from an exotic ant, the Argentine Ant.
This ant is a ‘tramp’ species that thrives in
Mediterranean-type regions around the world.
Argentine Ants are especially worrisome in the
Western Cape because they eliminate many native
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ant species that may disperse the seeds of over 20%
of the Fynbos flora, including over 50% of proteas.
The seeds of these plants attract ants with small,
white, oily appendages called eliaosomes. In exchange
for these nutritious ‘rewards’, ants bury seeds in their
nest middens, where they consume the elaiosomes
and discard the bare seeds in locations that are safe
from rodent seed predators and fire. Although
invasive species may replace the role of the species
they eliminate, Argentine Ants do not disperse seeds.
Because many ant-dispersed species depend on soilstored seeds to regenerate their populations after
fire, there has been much concern that the loss of
native ants from invaded areas could greatly
compromise Fynbos recovery after fire.”

Argentine Ants tend aphids and scale insects for the
honeydew they excrete. Native ants do not climb
trees and do not form distinct ant trails.
Please diarise:
Chelsea 2015: Tuesday 11 August at 17h00 for 17h30
in the Municipal Auditorium
Sea Turtle Conservation: Wednesday 26 August 17h30
at the Green House
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