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Conservation photography is increasingly being used
to promote and garner support for conservation and
the environment. Peter’s talk on the conservation of
marine and coastal birds, is illustrated below.

THIS IS WHAT WE DO
Have you ever tried to tell someone else in just four
words what Whale Coast Conservation actually does?
To assist you (and us) we have changed the slogan on
our logo. We hope you like it!

Peter with WCC’s Sheraine van Wyk

The guano islands off South Africa are situated along
the western and southern coastlines. They are critical
breeding grounds for these birds and protect against
predation from land-based predators. The populations
of many of these seabirds are sadly in rapid decline
due to a variety of human induced pressures that
includes overfishing of our oceans.

CONSERVATION PHOTOGRAPHY – CHANGING
THE WORLD ONE PHOTOGRAPH AT A TIME
We were incredibly privileged to have the talented
Peter Chadwick as speaker at our well-attended
March members meeting. As a dedicated
conservationist, Peter has worked for thirty years in
terrestrial and marine protected area management.
His conservation and wildlife photography is a natural
extension to his conservation work.
Cape Gannets and Penguins vie for breeding space.
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YEP takes environmental education in our local
schools to a whole new level. It involves
comprehensive teacher support and skills training;
tours and lessons at the Green House; and schools
expos on the themes of natural resources, energy,
biodiversity and waste. It also offers environmental
audits at schools and assistance with their ‘Green
Reports’.
We are most appreciative of the support we have
received from the I&J-AVI Community Trust for rolling
out the programme in the Gansbaai area.
Commercial fishing is posing a huge threat to many seabirds
through overfishing of the seabirds primary food sources.

How proud
conservation
be able to
endangered
doorstep.

we are at WCC to be part of the
ethos on the Cape Whale Coast and to
say we have a growing colony of
African Penguins right here on our

The WCC programme of talks is funded by the
National Lottery Distribution Trust Fund (NLDTF).

FLIGHT FOR BIRDERS COURSE

Fittingly the launch was hosted by Tommy Volkwyn,
Principal of a beneficiary school, Gansbaai Primêr.

BirdLife Overberg presents this birding course at the
Community Hall, Mollergren Park, Hermanus on 9 and
10 May 2015. The programme can be viewed at:
http://www.westerncapebirding.co.za/overberg/eve
nts/501/flight_for_birders_course_in_hermanus

LAUNCHING YEP
Thursday 19 March was an important day for us. It
was the official launch of the Youth Environment
Programme (YEP).

We were welcomed by the school’s brilliant Marimba Band
that gave an impromptu performance that brought a tear
to at least one eye.

WCC’s Sheraine van Wyk outlined the many learning
opportunities that the YEP offers to schools.
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Look out for Stripes the Eco-Cat’s next story in Whale
Talk Magazine (with the leopard on the cover). He
discovers the interesting ecosystems to be found in
milkwood forests. Thank you Duncan Butchart for
teaching Stripes about milkwoods and for permission
to use the illustrations for the story.
Stripes is supported in luxury by the NLDTF and the
Agulhas Biodiversity Initiative (ABI) Small Grants
Programme.

OUR APRIL TALK IS ON AFRICAN PENGUINS
Deidre du Toit, representing I&J, spoke about their
commitment to environmental education in the area.

The launch was attended by Deidre du Toit and Steyn Miller
from I&J, and Heads and other staff of Gansbaai Primer,
Gansbaai Laerskool and Academia Secondary. Councillor
Riana de Coning was there to lend support for the
programme. Some of the ultimate beneficiaries, the school
learners, also came. And, of course, WCC staff members
were there.

Our speaker in April is Gabrielle Harris. She works at
uShaka Sea World as the curator of guest experience
and animal behaviour management. She is passionate
about animal behaviour and conservation and has
written a book called Touching Animal Souls as a
tribute to this passion.
Gabby will again be waddling for penguins from
Gansbaai to Boulders Beach from 13 April. The
Penguin Promises campaign was hatched at uShaka
Sea World in 2011, in collaboration with the Animal
Keepers Association of Africa (AKAA). Unlike many
campaigns that ask for money, this collaborative
campaign asks people to make a ‘Promise to the
Penguins’. With the tag line ‘We don’t want your
money honey, we want your love’, the waddle is not a
fundraising campaign but focuses on raising
awareness about the plight of our penguins.

STRIPES TALKS ABOUT MILKWOOD ECOSYSTEMS

Gabby with a penguin chick, making promises

Gabrielle will chat about the African Penguin species
in particular and about conservation in general. She
will outline the history of this particular campaign and
detail where she sees it headed, as well as the results
of the research that has been done to look at the
efficacy of the campaign.
Stripes illustration by Jacci Rudling
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Please diarise this interesting talk on Tuesday 14 April
at 17h30 at the Green House in Vermont.

FYNBOS AT FYNARTS

endangered Bank Cormorant, and what can be done
to help this species?”
The two projects showed that the colony sizes were
limited not by food, but by breeding space that was
safe from storms. Philna’s MSc ends with a practical
recommendation, based on the research findings:
“Consideration could therefore be given to the
construction of breeding platforms in sheltered bays.”
We are sure that this could be considered at Stony
Point, and might arrest the decline in this endangered
species and enable it to recover.

SNIPPET FROM 1798
If you read our story about the Kukumakranka in the
February newsletter, you may be interested in the
following extract from Lady Anne Barnard’s diary of
her visit to the Overberg in 1798.

The Hermanus Botanical Society presents a workshop
on Creatures of the Fynbos and the environment they
inhabit in symbiotic relationships.
A pesky little gremlin slipped into the FynArts
programme booklet with some incorrect information.
The workshop is only R130 (R110 for early birds,
which I’m sure we all are) on 13 June from 10h00 to
12h30 in the Fernkloof Nature Reserve Hall.

Near Stanford they travelled along the Klein River and
she wrote: “On these banks there grows in little
bunches the Cokima-Cranki (Kukumakranka), or what I
call the Hottentot pine-apple: it has the same colour,
the same flavour and is filled with an aromatic juice
and seeds – which I do not recommend to be bruised
with the teeth, as they taste of garlic …” Source:
Village Life, September 2007.

SAVING THE BANK CORMORANT

Klein River at Stanford

OUR GREEN DIAMOND AND GREEN EMERALD
INVESTORS IN THE ENVIRONMENT
G&R RAIMONDO
CHARITABLE
TRUST

The Animal Demography Unit at UCT reported on the
work of two MSc graduates who did awesome studies
on the endangered Bank Cormorant. Philna de Villiers
and Corlia Meyer asked the question: “What are the
underlying reasons for the ongoing decline in the
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Compiled by Anina Lee and made possible by
the National Lottery Distribution Trust Fund.

