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PATTERNS IN NATURE 
 

Plants produce beautiful patterns in the way 

they grow. These patterns are not just for our 

delight. They are actually based on simple 

mathematical formulae to maximise efficient 

growth of the plant. This talk will explore some 

of these simple models and explain the 

reasons for these attractive adaptations.  

 

 
 

Chris Whitehouse was born in the UK, but 

recently moved to Phillipskop Mountain 

Reserve, a 246ha wilderness area on the 

southerly slopes of the Klein River Mountains 

just to the east of Stanford. He has been 

enthusiastic about plants from a young age, 

particularly South African bulbs. He has 

worked at the Royal Botanical Gardens, Kew, 

participating in expeditions to Kenya, 

Tanzania and Zimbabwe. For his doctorate, 

he moved to Cape Town, where he spent 

more than four years hiking the mountains in 

search of Cape-roses (Cliffortia). He is now 

considered the world authority on the genus. 

Returning to the UK, he spent 10 years as the 

keeper of the herbarium at Kew. During this 

time, he continued his focus on South African 

plants, and has just completed writing a book 

on red-hot pokers. 

 

WHALE COAST TECHNOLOGIES LAUNCH 
 

We are launching a new WCC entity, Whale 

Coast Technologies (WCT) on 29 August at 

17h30 at the Green House.  
 

 
 

We have established Whale Coast 

Technologies (WCT) that will supply 

technologies to help us to use fewer 

resources without sacrificing comfort. We will 

add value by providing expert advice on the 

best technologies for your particular needs. 

WCT will also be the point of sales for 
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cigarette butt bins, doggy doo bag 

dispensers, worm bins, etc.  
 

Moreover, WCT will offer a variety of 

environmental consulting services.  

Call Rob Fryer on 028 316 2527 or  

Email: wcc.greenhouse@gmail.com  

 

DAVIDSON WINS MORE GOLD AT CHELSEA 
 

South Africa’s team at the Chelsea Flower 

Show this year won another Gold Medal – the 

20th for designer David Davidson. Not only did 

the team take gold. They also won the 

President’s Award for the favourite exhibit of 

the President of the Royal Horticultural 

Society.  
 

 
 

David took the packed audience on a floral 

journey through the beautifully designed 

show gardens and the new and amazing 

cultivars of well-loved species on display. It 

was a bit disconcerting to see the success 

achieved by nurseries in other parts of the 

world in growing and marketing South African 

plants.   

 

 
 

The South African exhibit, called “Windows on 

Biodiversity”, was anchored by a central 

diorama representing the 10 National 

Botanical Gardens. Around the diorama 

were stunning examples of our floral diversity 

– from fynbos to desert species.  
 

David was happy to report that this year 

there were no dramas around getting our 

flowers through British customs! 
 

 
 

After the talk, David Davidson chatted to 

WCC Vice Chairman Prof John Verster. 

 

NUWEJAARS SMA WAS INDEED SPECIAL 

On a wet wintery day in July, 13 enthusiasts 

set off for the Nuwejaars Special 

Management Area (SMA) near Elim. The SMA 

arose from the dream of 25 landowners to 

conserve the ecologically critical wetland on 

their properties and its biodiversity. They have 

committed their private land, bordering on 

the Agulhas National Park, to conservation 

and sustainable farming in perpetuity. 

 
 

After a short talk about the Nuwejaars 

Wetlands SMA approach to socio-economic 

sustainability, we all piled into the sightseeing 

bus. The group enjoyed many good bird 

sightings, as well as eland, bontebok and the 

buffalo breeding programme (below). 
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The excursion ended with a homely lunch at 

the Waterfront Café in Elim. Proprietor, ‘Aunt 

Chrissie’ shared with us insights into life in Elim, 

after which we strolled around the quaint 

little town, still exclusively inhabited by 

members of the Moravian Church.  

 

HOLIDAY PROGRAMMES  
Funded by the National Lotteries Commission 
 

During the winter school break Shirley 

Mgoboza presented two 3-day programmes 

for learners from Hawston and Masakhane 

(Gansbaai) primary schools.  

 

 
 

In Hawston the topics ranged from a 

discussion on healthy diets and food 

gardening to water purification (including a 

visit to the Hawston water purification plant) 

and the evils of plastic litter (followed by a 

beach clean-up). 

 

 
 

The Masakhane programme emphasised the 

threat of waste, especially plastic, to the 

environment and demonstrated how plastic 

litter impacts storm water systems. The 

programme ended with a thought-provoking 

debate on the reasons for and 

consequences of over-fishing. 

 

BETTY’S BAY ECO-CAMP 
 

 
 

During the July school break Sheraine van 

Wyk took a group of learners from Gansbaai 

Academia for a 3-day overnight eco-camp 

in Betty’s Bay.  
 

 
 

The learners visited the African Penguin 

colony at Stony Point. They toiled hard to 

collect nesting material and food for the 

cormorants and penguins.  
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The next day the wind was howling. The 

learners toiled together with Extended Public 

Works Programme workers to build wind 

breaks to address the “problem” of shifting 

dunes in Betty’s Bay. 
 

 
 

Hard labour in a gale-force wind left them 

exhausted. They came to the conclusion that 

it is imperative to study hard and qualify 

themselves for a career indoors. 

 

THANK YOU BROOMSTIX 
 

On Mandela Day Broomstix made a clean 

sweep at the Green House – literally. Giselle 

and her team gave much more than 67 

minutes of their time. The place has never 

been so clean. 

 

 

 

Members of the fantastic Broomsticks team 

with Rob Fryer (second from left) and Ingrid 

du Plessis (right). 

 

JULY WINNERS AND AUGUST COMPETITION  
 

We are happy to announce the winners of 

the WCC “Know your Butts” competition. 

Most of the many entrants knew the answer. 

Cigarette butts are certainly not bio-

degradable. The filters are made of cellulose 

acetate, a kind of plastic. It traps many toxins 

in the filter and these leach into the 

environment if not disposed of correctly. And 

the winners are …. Hannelie Swart, Gillian 

Spring and Jane Damant. 
 

They will each receive a meal voucher from 

one of our sponsoring restaurants – La 

Pentola, LB Seafood Bistro on the Bay and 

Burgundy. Our thanks for their generous 

support of the WCC cigarette butt 

campaign. 
 

The competition for August is again a 

question about cigarette butts. WCC is 

monitoring butts on the Hermanus Cliff Path. 

At Kwaaiwater most butts were found...   

1. Around the benches 

2. In the car park 

Send your answer and your name to 

anina.wcc@gmail.com, or by WhatsApp or 

SMS to 083 242 3295 by 28 August.  
 

In the meantime, be sure to treat yourself and 

check out the winter specials at our 3 

sponsoring restaurants. That way everyone 

can be a winner. 
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