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HERMANUS BYPASS ROAD 

To pass or not to pass, that is the question 
 

The Environmental Impact Assessment for the 

Hermanus Bypass has been released for 

comment. It comprises 1,500 pages and 

Interested and Affected Parties (IAPs) have 

until 3 July to submit their comments. In 

summary, the EIA consultants have 

concluded that the northern alignment of the 

bypass (on the Fernkloof side of the Sports 

Complex) should be approved. The no-go 

option is summarily dismissed. 
 

The bypass will cut through parts of the 

Fernkloof Nature Reserve, north of Mountain 

Drive, and part of a wetland.  The SA National 

Biodiversity Institute (SANBI) has labelled this 

area of the Reserve a Critical Biodiversity 

Area, while the wetland on the Hermanus 

Golf Course is an Ecological Support Area. 

Whale Coast Conservation invites you to a 

meeting at the Green House on Tuesday 20 

June at 17h30. Rob Fryer and Pat Miller will 

analyse the report and explain the WCC 

position. We hope this will assist you to make 

well informed comments. Members of the 

general public ae welcome to attend. 

Individuals who wish to submit comments 

must please register as an IAP (see Page xii of 

the Executive Summary). 

The executive summary can be found on our 

website. 

http://whalecoastconservation.org.za/news/

public-participation/  and the full report is 

available at 

 http://www.srk.co.za/en/hermanus-cbd-

bypass-eia.  

 

 
 

COME CELEBRATE WORLD OCEANS DAY 
 

Join us on Grotto Beach in Hermanus on 

Thursday 8 June at 15h30. 
 

Living on the Cape Whale Coast we have 

reason to celebrate the ocean and the 

bounty it brings to our shores. Let us for a 

moment forget all the negative reporting 

about the danger of more plastic in the 

ocean than fish and dire predictions about 

the consequences of climate change. 
 

On this day, let’s rather celebrate the ocean 

and the creatures in it. Let’s have some fun. 
 

http://www.whalecoastconservation.org.za/
http://whalecoastconservation.org.za/news/public-participation/
http://whalecoastconservation.org.za/news/public-participation/
http://www.srk.co.za/en/hermanus-cbd-bypass-eia
http://www.srk.co.za/en/hermanus-cbd-bypass-eia
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We are planning an educational adventure 

on Grotto beach learning about the lesser 

known sharks in Walker Bay – specifically the 

ones that shed eggs. After they hatch we find 

the empty egg cases washed up on the 

beach and whimsically call them “mermaid’s 

purses”. Join Sheraine van Wyk to hear more 

about these amazing little sharks and what 

we know about them from collecting their 

spent eggs. We’ll go on a ‘treasure hunt’ for 

egg cases and other beach creatures.  
 

WCC Eco-adventures are funded by the 

National Lotteries Commission. 
 

WORKSHOP FOR ECD PRACTITIONERS 
 

WCC aims to instil the ethos of caring for the 

environment at a young age. In partnership 

with Enlighted Education Trust we are 

empowering Early Childhood Development 

Practitioners to be able to teach their 

charges to respect and protect their 

environment. The WCC ECD workshops are 

funded by a Grant-in-Aid from the 

Overstrand Municipality. 
 

Each term we have a workshop for the 

teachers with practical exhibits on a different 

theme and a story by Stripes the Eco-Cat that 

reinforces the theme.  
 

 

The theme for all the WCC schools this term is 

healthy eating and food gardening. At one 

of the exhibits Sheraine van Wyk illustrated 

vermiculture composting and how to harvest 

seeds to grow our own vegetables and fruit 

trees (note the avocado and pawpaw trees 

grown from seeds). 
 

Stripes’ story can be found on our website 

http://whalecoastconservation.org.za/projec

ts/ongoing/stripes/  

 

EXPO AT GANSBAAI SCHOOLS 
 

We took the Expo on healthy eating to the 

schools in Gansbaai as well. Gansbaai Primêr, 

Laerskool Gansbaai and Gansbaai 

Academia are sponsored on the WCC Youth 

Environment Programme by the AngloVaal 

Community Development Trust.  
 

We are delighted that Masakhane Primary in 

Gansbaai has also joined the programme. 
 

Below are a few scenes from the Expo at 

Academia where 178 Grade 8 and 37 Grade 

11 learners attended.  

 

 
 

Anina Lee explained to the learners why we 

need to eat proteins. She used a string of 

beads to illustrate how proteins from plants 

and animals are broken down into the 

constituent amino acids – which our bodies 

then use to synthesise our own human 

proteins according to the DNA blueprint in 

our cells.  
 

She also showed the learners different types 

of carbohydrates that release energy quickly 

(and can contribute to diabetes) and those 

that release energy slowly (low GI).  

 

http://whalecoastconservation.org.za/projects/ongoing/stripes/
http://whalecoastconservation.org.za/projects/ongoing/stripes/
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Dr Pat Miller showed the leaners how they 

can grow their own vegetables at school and 

at home using recycled containers. 
 

 
 

Shirley Mgoboza explained what a healthy 

meal should look like with examples of the 

five different food groups.  

 

INSPIRATIONAL MOVIE EVENING 
 

Michael Raimondo and Justine du Toit of 

Green Renaissance gave us the royal 

treatment at our monthly talk. Well, it was 

more a movie evening with all the trappings.  
 

The movies illustrated the lives of people who 

are living in balance with nature. 

 

 
 

Michael Raimondo (centre, Director) with 

Zulu Dowsett (let) and Joshua Miles (right) two 

of the people featured in the short movies. 

Zulu has built a house entirely from recycled 

materials. “My slogan has always been ‘living 

the balance’.” 
 

Joshua is an artist from Baardskeerdersbos, 

living the simple life. “People say, ‘I can’t 

make a difference’.  But you can!  If 

everyone does it, then obviously it’s going to 

make a huge difference.” 
 

WCC monthly talks are funded by the 

National Lotteries Commission. 

 

WHALE COAST TECHNOLOGIES 
 

While some people are able to live a simple 

life in balance with nature, it is not possible for 

the majority of us to do so.   
 

But it is possible for most main stream people 

to tread more lightly on the earth.  
 

Thus our talk in July will feature the launch of 

Whale Coast Technologies (WCT). WCT will 

offer both competitive prices and added 

value through expertise in technology-based 

eco-friendly lifestyle solutions.  
 

We will also look at the simple things we can 

do to save energy and water and to reduce 

the amount of one-use items we acquire and 

then send to landfill. Useful tips on “Going 

Green” can be found on our website. 

 

NO BUTTS, PLEASE 
 

Friday 26 May saw the launch of the WCC 

project to reduce cigarette butt waste. 
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How can your butt win you a delicious meal 

at each of three top Hermanus restaurants? 

Simply by voting with a butt. There will be a 

prize of a meal voucher from each of the 

restaurants - La Pentola, LB Seafood Bistro on 

the Bay and Burgundy - to the value of R500 

each month for the next 3 months. That’s nine 

R500 vouchers in all! All you have to do is take 

a picture of yourself voting with a butt and 

upload to Instagram with the tag 

#RespectAndProtectOurPlanet. We will 

announce the three prize winners at the end 

of each month. 
 

 
 

The three waterfront restaurants are 

determined to beat butt litter. They have 

sponsored the installation of 20 butt bins 

designed and manufactured by Whale Coast 

Conservation.  
 

Over the next week or two WCC is also 

installing another 20 bins sponsored by the 

National Lotteries Commission in other butt 

‘hotspots’ in Hermanus. 

 

THE WAR ON WASTE CONTINUES 
 

Our War on Waste went to Zwelihle on 31 

May with an expo at the Recycle Swap Shop. 

 

 

 

Shirley Mgoboza had a busy afternoon 

explaining the exhibits to all the children.  
 

 
 

Videos on waste reduction were a great hit. 

 

WILDLIFE MEDICAL AID FUND 
 

Whale Coast Conservation has started a 

medical aid fund for wildlife in need of 

veterinary care. A donation from Hermanus 

Animal Welfare has kicked off the fund and 

the Hermanus Animal Hospital will treat 

injured animals at cost. The fund will cover 

only wildlife that’s worth saving (e.g. raptors, 

mammals, tortoises) and have a reasonable 

chance of being rehabilitated back into the 

wild. Members of the public should take such 

animals to the Hermanus Animal Hospital and 

contact WCC at 028 316 2527. 
 

Please donate to this fund to enable us to 

help as many wild animals as possible. 
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