
PRESS RELEASE 

TOXIC WASTE: TOUGHER MEASURES COME 

INTO EFFECT ON 1 APRIL 

South African organisations, including Whale Coast Conservation, have responded to research 

findings on toxic waste. The most important of these are the dangers posed by cigarette butts and 

“doggy doo” (canine excrement). 

Drastic measures to curb littering of these waste items will come into effect on 1 April 2017.  

ACTION ON CIGARETTE BUTT LITTERING 

Cigarette butts are toxic trash. They are the top litter item in the 

world. Between 4 and 5 trillion butts are discarded annually 

worldwide polluting the ground, waterways and the ocean. In the 

Hermanus CBD, it is estimated that around 28 million butts are 

thrown down carelessly every year. Cigarette filters are made of 

cellulose acetate – a kind of plastic that does not biodegrade. 

Filters also accumulate toxins from the smoke passing through 

them that ultimately leach out into our water, poisoning wildlife 

and ourselves. Discarded butts also start fires that may cost lives.  

CCTV Security cameras around Hermanus will monitor and photograph any persons discarding 

cigarette butts into the environment. Facial-recognition software will identify the person 

concerned and the guilty party will be required to do community service of 100 hours, picking up 

cigarette butts in public places. 

MEASURES TO REDUCE DOG POOP 

 “Doggy doo” is the second most dangerous toxic waste. It does 

not “go away”, but causes serious water contamination. 

One single gram of dog waste can contain 23 million faecal 

coliform bacteria, which can cause cramps, diarrhoea and kidney 

disorders in humans. Dog faeces can carry worms and other 

parasites that may cause blindness, brain cysts and other health 

issues in humans and pets.  

The curb on dog poop will also come into effect on 1 April. It 

will be mandatory for all dogs in public places to wear a 

“doggy-diaper”. Since disposable diapers for humans take 550 years to degrade, a washable or 

flushable diaper must be used. Specially designed eco-friendly diapers for dogs have been 

developed and can be ordered from Whale Coast Conservation.  

http://www.doodycalls.com/resources-fecal-coliform-bacteria
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