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OUR TALK IN MAY 
 

We are privileged to have Michael Raimondo 

to talk to us on Tuesday 23 May, using his 

inspirational films to depict the lives of 

ordinary people who lead extraordinary lives 

to minimise their ecological footprints.  

 

 
 

Michael’s company, Green Renaissance, is a 

film production and media agency, 

specialising in helping environmentally 

conscious businesses and non-profit 

organisations to develop creative content 

that promotes green and conservation 

initiatives.  
 

Please diarise the richly illustrated talk by 

Michael Raimondo on Tuesday 16 May at 

17h30 at the Green House. 

 

 

MUSHROOM MEDLEY EXCURSION 
 

Sheraine van Wyk will help us to identify 

edible mushrooms, go on a field excursion 

and end with a super mushroom lunch. You 

will be advised of the date and venue when 

the mushrooms appear. With the late summer 

and lack of rain we are simply not sure yet. 

 

TALK ON ADDO ELEPHANTS 

At our monthly talk in April Dr Anna 

Whitehouse told the amazing story of 

elephant conservation in South Africa. 

Historically, elephants roamed over most of 

the country, except for the arid central 

regions. They were certainly a feature in the 

Overstrand. During the 19th and early 20th 

centuries, elephant populations were 

decimated for the ivory trade. Eventually, in 

1919, it was realised that these majestic 

animals were on the brink of extinction. A 

handful remained in Kruger, Addo and 

Knysna. In the Eastern Cape there were 11, of 

which only 7 were breeding animals. Despite 

their protected status, all 3 breeding males 

http://www.whalecoastconservation.org.za/
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died in the first 3 years because the park was 

not fenced until 1931. Time passed until a 

male calf became sexually mature and the 

population could start growing again. The 

entire Addo population is descended from 

these animals and a few males imported 

from Kruger to improve genetic diversity.  

Individual elephants can be recognised by 

the patterns of notches on the ears and the 

wrinkles between the eye and ear. With the 

aid of over 8,000 photographs sent to her by 

people who had photographed the Addo 

elephants since the founding of the Park in 

1921, Anna has been able to construct a 

family tree for all the Addo elephants.  

Today there is not only a healthy elephant 

population in Addo, but the Park itself has 

grown in order to support the numbers. The 

good news is that presently poaching in 

Addo is minimal. 

 

After the talk, Anina Lee and Morgan 

Hendricks chatted to Dr Anna Whitehouse 

(right). 

WAR ON WASTE PROJECT CONTINUES 

We visited more schools with our exhibits on 

waste and continued the anti-litter project 

funded by the National Lotteries Commission 

- even during the school holidays. 

 

MT PLEASANT HOLIDAY FUN 

In first week of the April school holidays 19 

Grade 6 and 7 learners from Mt Pleasant 

Primary participated in a 3-day holiday 

programme hosted by Whale Coast 

Conservation.  

 

They visited Grotto Blue Flag Beach where 

they learnt about Blue Flag Beach criteria… 

 

… and beach ecology, especially survival in 

the intertidal zone… and the milkwood forest. 

 

 On the second day the theme was waste 

reduction and anti-littering. 

 

They were amazed to be told that it takes 550 

years for disposable diapers to degrade. 
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They even checked the drains near their 

school for any litter and blockage problems. 

 

On the third day they studied fynbos 

specimens to see how these plants are 

adapted to hot, dry conditions and poor 

soils… 

The participants were enthusiastic about the 

opportunity offered to them. One youngster 

remarked: “Spending the holidays learning 

new things is a lot better than sitting at home 

doing nothing.” 

To read a full report on this holiday 

programme online, please click here. 

 

STANFORD SERVICE PROJECT 

Our young people are volunteering for action 

in this War on Waste in many ways.  

Junior Town Councillor, Jordan Linehan, 

motivated friends to join a service project to 

clean up litter along the Mill Stream and 

Willem Appel Dam in Stanford during their 

holidays.  It’s extremely heartening that they 

responded enthusiastically and were 

prepared to give up 2 days of holiday in 

exchange for hard work in service of the 

environment. 

 

The group spent two days cleaning along the 

Mill Stream from the source at the Eye to the 

Willem Appel Dam and surrounds.   

 

The volunteers, supported by the Botanical 

Society, collected 64 bags of waste along 

the Mill Stream!   

 

Despite their best efforts, the industrious 

volunteers only managed to clean about a 

quarter of the distance around the dam.    

http://whalecoastconservation.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/2017-04-07-MT-PLEASANT-HOLIDAY-PROGRAMME.pdf
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The participants in the service project were so 

enthusiastic about their achievements and 

the camaraderie they experienced that they 

decided to make this a regular event.  

The big challenge, however, is to educate 

the public not to litter in the first place. We 

are sure our youngsters will also carry that 

message forward. 

To read a full description of this project and 

the wider social benefits, please click here. 

This project was made possible by funding 

from the Overstrand Municipality and the 

Table Mountain Fund. 

TALK AT BERG EN SEE 

In April Rob Fryer also took the War on Waste 

message to the more mature residents at 

Berg en See The talk raised much interest in 

the issues around waste and litter. 

CHAMELEON ADVENTURE 

On a warm autumn evening a dozen 

enthusiasts gathered to search for Cape 

Dwarf Chameleons under the guidance of 

chameleon enthusiast Daphne Bayer. 

 

To our great surprise they were found on 

undeveloped residential land in an urban 

area where they have had to adapt to living 

on vegetation that’s not native to the 

Hermanus area. 

Michael Raimondo captured beautiful 

photographs of the chameleons – and of 

Morgan Hendricks admiring them. 

 

 
 

To read the full report online about the 

Chameleon Experience and our concern 

about their future, please click here. 

 

PENGUIN CONSERVATION 
 

 
 

WCC also participated in a documentary on 

African Penguin conservation - helping to 

#RespectAndProtectOurPlanet. 
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