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WCC LAUNCHES BIG NEW PROJECT 

 “RESPECT & PROTECT OUR ENVIRONMENT” 
 

Official opening and launch by Clr David 

Botha on Wednesday 1 March at 10h00 at 

Municipal Auditorium. 
 

 
 

 
 

These photos were taken last week in the 

centre of our “cleanest town” Hermanus, 

despite the valiant efforts of the municipal 

cleaning staff.  

The world is drowning in waste. Experts 

predict that soon there will be a greater mass 

of plastic in all the oceans than the total 

mass of all the fish. Recently a whale had to 

be euthanized when it was clearly dying. The 

autopsy showed that the whale’s stomach 

was completely full of plastic bags which the 

animal had mistaken for its favourite food, 

namely jellyfish. It died of hunger. 
 

A recent visitor to Hermanus from abroad 

praised Hermanus for many things, but went 

on to describe our beautiful town as a “giant 

ashtray”. What are we doing about it? 
 

There are many ways we can contribute to 

eliminating waste, without turning our lives 

upside down. Come along to the Foyer of the 

Municipal Auditorium on 1 March, look at the 

displays and chat about what we can all do 

to protect our environment.  
 

You are invited to the official opening and 

launch of the campaign by Clr David Botha 

at 10h00.  
 

We are also taking the Expo highlighting the 

problems that are caused by waste in our 

environment to schools across the Overstrand 

over the next few weeks. The first of these, in 

Stanford, has already taken place on 

Monday 27 February.  
 

A more detailed description of what it means 

to “Respect and Protect” our environment 

and people who live in it can be read here. 
 

The Waste Expo and anti-litter campaign is 

made possible by funding from the National 

Lotteries Commission. 

http://www.whalecoastconservation.org.za/
http://whalecoastconservation.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/respect-and-protect.pdf
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OTTER TALES 
 

Who does not love otters? We certainly do. 

We challenge anyone not to be captivated 

by otter tales. With such a cuteness factor, 

there is little wonder that we want to find out 

more about them. Nicola Okes was part of a 

team from UCT that set out to get a better 

idea of what these fish loving fur balls get up 

to when our backs are turned. 

 

We are offering a double dose of “tell and 

show” about otters with Nicola this month. On 

Tuesday 21 March Nicola will tell us about her 

research for her Ph.D. dissertation on otters in 

the Cape Peninsula. The following morning at 

dawn Nicola will take us on an adventure to 

try to spot some. This adventure is for a 

maximum of ten adults only, so be sure to 

book early. But no guarantees – otters don’t 

come when you whistle. 

 

MARINE MOLLUSCS ADVENTURE 
 

On Monday 6 February a group of 20 mollusc 

enthusiasts gathered on Grotto Beach to 

take a closer look at how molluscs feed. We 

also discussed how the algal bloom in Walker 

Bay affects shell fish and the effects of micro-

plastics on filter feeders such as mussels. 
 

 
 

Soon everyone was digging for white mussels. 

 

 
Theresa-Belle and Morgan also found some. 
 

 
 

Sheraine van Wyk demonstrated how the 

mussels filter feed by taking in nutrient-

containing water through one siphon and 

expelling the filtered water through another. 

 

Jack Hilton was intrigued by these amazing 

bivalves. You will be pleased to know that we 

had a licence to dig and, after we observed 

them, they were all returned to the beach. 

Who could eat them anyway after having 

made friends with them? 
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Next the plough shells were lured with 

tempting bits of bait. Everyone marvelled at 

how quickly they picked up the scent trail.  

 

These snails feed through a proboscis with a 

rasp-like radula at the end and they don’t 

distinguish between bait and hand. 

 

Checking black mussels and limpets on the 

rocks had its hazards as a wave suddenly 

surged in. 
 

Our Junior Reporter, Morgan Hendricks says:  

My favourite part was when we looked for 

white mussels on the beach because we 

really had to get our hands into the sand and 

dig deep. I had fun when we looked for 

black mussels in a smaller cove. My new 

friend, Tink, and I found some small bugs 

feeding on a jellyfish, but we couldn’t identify 

them. I felt sad when I heard about the red 

tide and how the algae cause many sea 

animals to die. We also saw how much litter 

had been collected from the beach. Plastic 

items are worst - they break down into little 

bits that are swallowed by marine animals, 

causing them to choke and die! 
 

We’ll definitely take part in the next beach 

clean-up. 

 

FABULOUS ART DONATION 
 

Local artist Lucille Kriegler has donated to us 

a print on canvas of the beautiful work of art 

below depicting the tree of life. It can be 

seen at the Green House. If you would like to 

meet the artist to see more of her amazing 

work, please contact Ingrid on 028 316 2527. 
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A NEW CONSERVATION INNOVATION 
 

Our speaker in February was Dr Odette Curtis, 

Director of the Overberg Renosterveld 

Conservation Trust (ORCT). She emphasised 

how important it is to consider all ecosystem 

processes if one is to be successful in 

conserving the habitats for all biodiversity. This 

applies especially to renosterveld. Only about 

5% of the area originally covered by this 

extremely biodiverse habitat remains, and 

what is left is highly fragmented and occurs 

mostly on private land. This is an enormous 

challenge for viable conservation. 
 

This is where the innovation comes to the 

fore. Recently the first ‘conservation 

easement’ was signed. This is a legal, 

managerial and financial innovation that 

makes it much easier for farmers to conserve 

parts of their land. How exactly does it work?  
 

An easement selectively targets only those 

rights necessary to protect specific 

conservation values, such as water quality or 

migration routes, and is individually tailored to 

meet a landowner's needs. Because the land 

remains in private ownership, with the 

remainder of the rights intact, an easement 

property continues to provide economic 

benefits for the area in the form of jobs, 

economic activity and property taxes. 
 

 
 

Before her talk, Odette Curtis (right) chatted 

to friends Dr Diane Marais, Dr Ian Marais and 

Dr Pat Miller. 

 

STREET COLLECTION 
 

We have been most fortunate to secure two 

excellent dates for street collections during 

2017. We need volunteers to help us to make 

the most of this fine opportunity. Please give 

us just 2 hours of your time and help us to 

keep caring for this beautiful environment we 

have the privilege to live in. 
 

The first collection is on 15 April - Easter 

Saturday morning. Please contact Ingrid on 

028 316 2527 if you can help. 

 

 EVERY SWIPE COUNTS 

 

Every month we get a small income donated 

to us whenever any members swipe their 

MyPlanet card when making purchases at 

Woolworths or certain other retail outlets. This 

regular income is very important to us. Over 

the past year it has been stuck at around 

R1 000 per month. Please help us to grow our 

income. If you do not already have a 

MyPlanet card with Whale Coast 

Conservation as beneficiary, please speak to 

Ingrid on 028 316 2527 urgently. If you have a 

MySchool card with another beneficiary, you 

can add us as a second beneficiary. 

Seriously, every swipe counts. It costs you 

nothing, but means a great deal to us. 

 

Proudly supported by: 
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