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IN THIS ISSUE 

Fairy Forest Adventure 

Hoy’s Koppie saunter and sing-along 

We rode to rescue Western Leopard Toadlets 

We encountered Baboons 

Lukhanyo had holiday fun 

Marine Week in Gansbaai 

Zwelihle “litter lions” 

Party time 

Volunteers please 

 

FAIRY FOREST ADVENTURE 
 

Our two adventures in December combine 

fun with a dollop of interesting information.  
 

 
 

This adventure will run on four evenings – 6, 8, 

13 and 15 December, so there should be a 

day to suit anyone older than 6 years. 
 

Do you know where Grotto Beach got its 

name? Did you know there was once a 

beautiful wetland where the picnic area is 

now? Why was it filled in and when? Our walk 

through the milkwood forest will touch on 

forest ecology and some famous milkwood 

trees.  Please bring a light and walking shoes.  

We can’t promise that we’ll see fairies, but 

we understand that they love children so 

they should appear when children call.  
 

The cost for this adventure is R100 for adults, 

R50 for children and R250 for a family of 4. 

There will be a maximum of 15 per group, so 

please book early on anina.wcc@gmail.com  

 

HOY’S KOPPIE SAUNTER 
 

By popular demand we are again sauntering 

around Hoy’s Koppie to watch the sunset. 

Please book the date – Wednesday 21 

December at sunset. Why is Hoy’s Koppie so 

special botanically and ecologically that it 

was included in Fernkloof Nature Reserve?  
 

 
 

There will be no moon, so our lights on the 

Koppie will be spectacular. After taking our 

seats on the steps to the summit, we will all 

join in a rousing sing-along. Let’s wow the 

people parked on Rotary Drive with our 

voices and lights (remember to bring one).   

Meet at the top parking lot opposite the 

cemetery. Email anina.wcc@gmail.com or 

call 083 242 3295 for more info. 

http://www.whalecoastconservation.org.za/
mailto:anina.wcc@gmail.com
mailto:anina.wcc@gmail.com
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ENCOUNTERS WITH BABOONS 
 

The last of our public talks for 2016 was on the 

subject of baboons.  

 
A capacity audience of about 100 testified 

to the general public interest in the topic. 
 

Nick and Amanda Ellwanger, who are PhD 

candidates from the University of Texas, are 

based at WCC. Their research is focused on a 

baboon troop in the Hemel en Aarde Valley 

that is not heavily impacted by human 

transformation of their habitat.  
 

Nick’s research on what the baboons 

actually eat was most interesting. Mountain 

fynbos is protein-poor and the baboons have 

to supplement their diets from other sources. 

In the Valley they rely heavily on alien 

vegetation, especially pine nuts. They spend 

relatively little time raiding “human” food.  
 

This raises an interesting conundrum. Should 

we not leave certain alien species in the wild 

that provide nourishment for baboons? 

Similarly the gum trees in the Western Cape 

are vital to sustaining our bees. Legislation 

has already changed to allow for retention of 

these trees unless they have an impact on 

the environment, such as in river catchments. 
 

Kim Gordon spent 3 months with another 

troop - the Voёlklip troop - and made some 

interesting observations in that time.  Contrary 

to the belief of many local residents, this 

troop is not growing in numbers. At the time 

of her observations earlier this year, there 

were 23 individuals in the troop with only one 

adult male. Two other adult males had been 

killed. Although there are many births, and 

good maternal care, infant mortality is very 

high, so few of the babies get to grow up.  

 

Kim tracked their foraging behaviour and 

found that they spend relatively little time in 

the mountains where nutrition is poor. 

Traditionally baboons could forage on the 

coastal plain where the coastal fynbos was 

rich in bulbs and the sea shore provided 

nutritious pickings. Now human habitation has 

cut them off from these rich pastures. They 

therefore had to adapt to the changing 

landscape where the most nutritious food 

source is provided by humans. 

 

Another form of habitat transformation to 

which this baboon troop has adapted is the 

Hermanus Golf Course. Interestingly they 

spend 40% of their time on the golf course 

where they feed mainly on pine nuts and 

grasses.  They also often use pine trees for 

sleeping. The golf course is thus a vital habitat 

for the Voёlklip troop.   

 

The key point of the research on these two 

troops of baboons is that they are extremely 

adaptable and respond to the particular 

environment in which they have to survive. 

Data obtained by studying one troop is not 

necessarily true for another, so it is unhelpful 

to generalise about baboon behaviour, 

especially when they have to adapt to 

human encroachment.  

 

 
Amanda Ellwanger, Nick Ellwanger, Anina 

Lee and Kim Gordon after the talk. 

 

HOLIDAY FUN WITH LUKHANYO 
 

Seventeen children from Lukhanyo Primary 

School in Zwelihle came to school during their 

October school holidays. They came for two 

days of edutainment organised by Whale 

Coast Conservation’s Shirley Mgoboza.  
 

They learned about healthy eating and 

water-wise gardening and put their learning 

into practice by making a vegetable garden 

at the school. On the second day inclement 

weather forced them indoors – and a visit to 

the Green House. There they were treated to 



3 | P a g e  
 

several interactive displays and amusing 

videos about saving water in the home. One 

young participant remarked that her Life 

Sciences teacher would be amazed to see 

what we have at the Green House. We will 

make sure she does. 
 

 
However, it was not all serious education – 

they had some serious fun as well. 

 

CELEBRATING MARINE WEEK 
 

We celebrated Marine Week with three 

schools in Gansbaai.  

 

 
Gansbaai Marine fish factory kindly hosted 

the learners at the harbour where they 

learned about the pelagic fish industry and 

the company’s sustainable fishing practices. 

A donation of Enviro Kids magazines and 

SASSI lists from WWF-SASSI helped to show 

them how we can all be responsible fish 

consumers.  

 

SAVING THE TOADLETS 
 

On a rainy day in November seventeen 

adults and seven children rallied to the 

rescue to help baby Western Leopard Toads 

to make their way in the big wide world.  
 

Western Leopard Toads spawn in the Willem 

Appel Dam around August and, roughly 12 

weeks later, the eggs have hatched, the 

tadpoles have metamorphosed in to tiny 

toadlets that emerge from the dam to look 

for forage in the surrounding gardens. 

Crossing urban roads is a major challenge for 

them and they need a little help. 
 

 
Sheraine van Wyk introduced the group to 

her research on the issues surrounding their 

breeding place in the Willem Appel Dam in 

Stanford. She described the problems of 

pollution and nutrient run-off leading to 

eutrophication of the dam. The solutions will 

involve communities, the Overstrand 

Municipality, environmental organisations 

and other role players. Already steps are 

being taken to remedy the problem areas 

and to secure the health of the water systems 

and frogs’ future.  

 
Morgan Hendricks (above) showed little sister 

Lizelle how tiny they are. Fortunately there 

were not many that needed our help to cross 

the road – and no dead babies were found.  
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After the slightly soggy rescue everyone 

deserved a slap-up breakfast at the Coffee 

Corner. Graham and Liam Walton tucked in 

and showed everyone how it’s done. 

 

ZWELIHLE LITTER LIONS 

A group of very enthusiastic little “litter lions” 

from Zwelihle helped WCC’s beach litter 

sheriff Antonio da Silva-Swart to pick up litter 

below the cliffs in the Hermanus CBD. Well 

done – an example to everyone in Hermanus. 

We really need to think about what we do 

with plastic bottles, bottle tops and straws. 

What happened to just drinking water from a 

tap? 

  

FAMILY FUN ON THE WHALE COAST 
 

We are inspired by the words of famous 

environmental writer George Monbiot:  “If 

children lose contact with nature they won’t 

fight for it”. 
 

Whale Coast Conservation is now offering 

tailor-made activities for families or children’s 

parties. All adventures have an educational 

component but are designed to be a whole 

lot of fun while connecting children (and 

adults) to nature.  

 

 
 

Imagine sending your guests on a nature-

based adventure. You provide the party and 

we’ll provide the experience. Contact us for 

more details on Tel 028 316 2527 or mail 

wcc.greenhouse@gmail.com. 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

On 14 and 15 December Woolworths is giving 

WCC a spot in the store to promote the 

MyPlanet card with us as a beneficiary. This is 

a wonderful way to secure a small regular 

income for the organisation at no cost to the 

consumer.  
 

We need 6 volunteers to each give us 1.5 

hours of your time to help with the signing up 

process. You will be helping an experienced 

person who will show you all the ropes. If you 

can assist any time between 09h00 and 

13h30 on either day, please contact Ingrid on 

Ingrid.wcc@gmail.com or 028 316 2527. We 

would be most grateful. 

 

STOP PRESS: FIRE IN OUR BACK YARD 
 

 
 

Swift action from the fire services and the fire 

break we made last year saved our water 

tanks on Wednesday 30 November. 

 

 

Proudly supported by: 
 

G & R 

RAIMONDO 

CHARITABLE 

TRUST 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Johan and 

Catherine 

Conradie 
  

Written by Anina Lee  

mailto:wcc.greenhouse@gmail.com
mailto:Ingrid.wcc@gmail.com

