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SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES SEPTEMBER 2015 TO OCTOBER 2016

 

The year under review showed a decline in 
financial and human resources, but our activities 
showed no such decline – quite the contrary. 
 
“I have huge admiration for the work you do and 
I am so privileged to profit from your open days 
and talks.” 
 

BEHIND THE SCENES ACTIVITIES 
 
This summary of what we’ve done over the past year 
does not include the most important but largely 
unsung efforts of Rob Fryer in terms of eco-
management. This involves contributions to 
environmental policy, advocacy and critical 
involvement in public participation processes. His 
pertinent comments on documents open to public 
scrutiny are invaluable in our mission to ‘respect and 
protect’ an environment that is the major economic 
asset of the Overstrand. 

 

SEPTEMBER 2015 
 
ARBOR WEEK  

 

 
 
In September Whale Coast Conservation celebrated 
the first of its Arbor Week tree planting events at 
schools in Gansbaai and Stanford.   
 
Councillor for Gansbaai, Riana de Coning (fourth from 
left above) came to support the Gansbaai schools in the 
greening of their school grounds. 
 

GREENING ZWELIHLE 
 

The Tambo Youth Café in Zwelihle provided a perfect 
venue for planting trees in celebration of Arbor Week 
and the WCC ‘Green Zwelihle’ project that encourages 
gardening in Zwelihle, as well as in Mt Pleasant and 
Hawston. 
 

 
 

Rodney Anderson (Board Member) and Rob Fryer 
(General Manager) admire the WCC ‘Green Zwelihle’ 
sign at the Youth Café. 
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William Ntebe (middle), co-founder of the Youth Café, 
spoke passionately about his ideals for the Café and the 
youth it serves. It is the only gathering place for youth 
in Zwelihle where no alcohol is served. Listening are 
Shirley Volkwyn, Daleen Fouche (Hermanus Times) and 
Sheraine van Wyk.  
 

Whale Coast Conservation thanks Overstrand 
Municipality, the Department of Agriculture, Forests 
and Fisheries, AfriForum Overberg and the Youth Café 
for their support. Support also came from Overstrand 
Councillors and Hermanus Tourism. 
 

WCC PARTICIPATED IN THE INTERNATIONAL 
COASTAL CLEANUP 
 

Also in September Whale Coast Conservation and 
friends joined the world’s largest volunteer effort for 
our ocean by participating in the International Coastal 
Cleanup (ICC).  
 

Three schools in Gansbaai (Primêr, Laerskool and 
Academia) cleaned their school grounds while the two 
schools in Stanford (Okkie Smuts and Die Bron) cleaned 
the Willem Appel Dam surrounds with WCC staff, 
community volunteers and municipal staff. 
 

 
 

In Hermanus the focus was on the CBD waterfront.  
Five teams of 5 volunteers from Waldorf School, 
Overstrand Municipality, Windsor Hotel, Hermanus 
Tourism, community members and WCC staff collected 
litter for 45 minutes in 5 different locations. The litter 

was then brought to a common area, sorted, counted 
and recorded.  
 

 
 

Even the Hermanus Whale Crier pitched in to help. And 
what did we collect in 45 minutes?  
Total weight of trash: 17.5 kg 
Cigarette Butts collected: 3 494 
It is concerning that this amount of litter, especially 
cigarette butts, was found in an area that is regularly 
cleaned by the municipal cleaners. How serious are we 
about our littering habits and our “Greenest Town” 
status? 
 

FABULOUS FROGGING IN FERNKLOOF 
 

A group of enthusiastic froggers joined Sheraine van 
Wyk, local frog fundi, to search for the rare and highly 
endangered Fernkloof endemic, Drewes’ Moss Frog. It 
only occurs in three small patches of special habitat in 
the Kleinrivier Mountains. And guess what? We found 
it. Not only did we hear at least a dozen male frogs 
calling, but Sheraine caught one for all the privileged 
froggers to have a good look and take photos before 
releasing it. How special is that! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WCC WAS AT THE HERMANUS FLOWER FESTIVAL  
 

The Heritage Day long weekend was the perfect time 
for the Flower Festival. The fynbos was spectacular and 
the theme of fynbos creatures was a definite hit.  
The Whale Coast Conservation marquee extended the 
theme to include coastal creatures. We took a holistic 
approach to conservation by highlighting the Cape 
Whale Coast Hope Spot.  
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Many visitors were interested in the Hope Spot 
concept, which focuses attention on marine and 
coastal areas that have a high level of biodiversity and 
are worth conserving. Conservation of these spots also 
benefits people, directly through utilisation of 
resources and indirectly through tourism. Visitors 
enjoyed Sandiso Magaqa’s exhibit of the Cape Whale 
Coast Hope Spot – one of six in South Africa. 
A critical component of conservation is education, 
especially of young people who are receptive to new 
ideas and lifestyle habits. 
 

 
 

Anina Lee was spotted in front of the spectacular mural 
promoting WCC’s Youth Environment Programme that 
took pride of place in the marquee. 
 

 
 

Citizen science projects featured prominently. These 
projects encourage people to become involved in the 
environment – which leads to caring for it – and also 

provide useful scientific data. Denfred Bruintjies and 
John Cowan took visitors virtual frogging.  
 

OCTOBER 2015 
 
WCC WAS AT THE WHALE FESTIVAL  
 

 
 
The colourful Whale Coast Conservation exhibit in the 
marine tent highlighted the important role of citizen 
science in conservation. 
 

 
 
Dressed up to reflect the marine theme, Sheraine van 
Wyk and Sandiso Magaqa encouraged visitors to hunt 
for shark egg cases on the beach and become citizen 
scientists. They are seen here at the opening of the 
Festival with Anina Lee and William Ntebe. 
 

 
 
Rob Fryer’s new design cigarette butt bin was launched 
at the Festival to much enthusiasm, even from 
smokers. 
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OUR LIFE WITH MICROBES 
 
On 20 October Professor Gideon Wolfaardt, Chair 
of Stellenbosch University's Water Institute, gave a 
fascinating talk at Whale Coast Conservation about the 
world of micro-organisms and our uneasy coexistence 
with them. 
 

For example, humans carry 10 times more bacterial 
cells than human ones. Many of these do a whole lot of 
good. They produce chemicals that help us harness 
energy and nutrients from our food, they appear to 
keep our immune systems healthy and even regulate 
our moods. Very few of them cause disease. 
 

Yet members of modern societies, driven by unethical 
marketing of anti-microbials, are becoming obsessed 
with disinfecting themselves and their surroundings. 
The natural bacterial colonies on our skin and in our gut 
are essential to our health and a robust immune 
system. Exposure to anti-bacterials and antibiotics 
destroys this delicate balance and, more significantly, 
leads to bacterial resistance in beneficial organisms. 
This resistance is transmitted between bacteria – 
including pathogens - leading to a proliferation of 
resistant disease-causing bacteria. 
 

Inappropriate use of antibiotics is one of the major 
causes of antibiotic resistance in bacteria. 
 

Farmers routinely use antibiotics in raising livestock. 
Significantly, Prof Wolfaardt and his team could not 
find a single commercial feed product that did not 
contain antibiotics.  
 

Prof Wolfaardt also raised the interesting point that 
testing drug metabolites in wastewater can give a good 
indication of drug use in a particular population. For 
instance, testing shows that In South Africa Tik use is 
twice the world average. 
 

 
 

Prof Wolfaardt (right) chatted to Dr Vic Hamilton-
Attwell after his talk. 

 

ZWELIHLE HOLIDAY CLUB 
 
During the October school holidays Whale Coast 
Conservation staff took a group of 12 Zwelihle youth 
(mostly girls) on three days of educational holiday fun. 
 

 
 
They went to Stony Point on a penguin adventure with 
Sheraine van Wyk.  Cape Nature staff did a great job 
explaining the rigours of life as a penguin.  
 

Shirley Volkwyn led them in a community clean up and 
debris analysis of the Zwelihle taxi rank and 
surrounding area. They collected a total of 1 200 litter 
items of which top items were 399 cable ties and other 
plastic bits and pieces, 210 paper items and 200 sweet 
and chips wrappers. 
 

On the final day they travelled to Grotto Beach to learn 
about the WCC shark egg case project and to do an egg 
case collection. 
 

 
 
The group also did a tour of the milkwood forest and 
learnt about forest dynamics and what is being done in 
the local forest regeneration project. 
 

MARINE WEEK GANSBAAI 
 

Sponsorship by the AVI Community Trust enables WCC 
to implement an enhanced Youth Environment 
Programme in three Gansbaai schools. They had the 
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privilege of receiving Marine Week-related lessons at 
I&J’s aquaculture farm at Danger Point.  This is a 
restricted access area and not many people are 
fortunate enough to go there.   
 

 
 
Gansbaai Primêr Grade 7s learnt about the WCC shark 
egg case project from Sheraine van Wyk, Eco-Learning 
Manager. They then had the opportunity to collect 
their own egg cases.  
 

 
 
Under the guidance of WCC’s Shirley Volkwyn they also 
did a beach clean-up, analysed the debris and then 
profiled the litter at the protected Tiergat.  Evidence of 
poaching activity was unfortunately top of the list of 
litter items collected.   
 

 
 
The Marine Science students from Gansbaai Academia 
High School were privileged to join Deidre du Toit of I&J 

on a guided tour through the abalone farm. They were 
amazed by the complexity of the industry.  
  

 
 
Gansbaai Laerskool hiked into the protected area to do 
a debris profile of another protected beach.  They were 
astonished by the many discarded and broken abalone 
shells left behind by poachers.  Also interesting was the 
abundance and behaviour of the many birds.  They 
seemed much more at ease close to humans than in 
other places.  There were also many more snakes.   

 
 
Municipal intern, Sandiso Magaqa, impressed on the 
learners the importance of Marine Protected Areas. 
 
We are grateful for the transport provided by I&J and 
Dyer Island Conservation Trust and to the Department 
of Environmental Affairs for food parcels for the high 
school learners who attended after school.   
 

WCC AND HERMANUS CONNECT  
 
“The Hermanus economy is in fact the environment as 
it’s based on tourism that relies on the splendour of our 
beaches, estuaries, mountains, nature reserves, hiking 
trails and botanical uniqueness”, said Sheraine van 
Wyk, WCC Eco-Learning Manager.  
 
She was speaking at Hermanus Connect - a newly-
formed group of concerned people with a common 
vision for the future of Hermanus who came together 
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during October to promote the concept of many 
organisations contributing to the success of a town.  
 

Hermanus Ratepayers, Hermanus Business Chamber, 
Hermanus Tourism and Whale Coast Conservation 
(WCC) all participated in the event.  
 

Caring for this environment is critical for a healthy 
economy. But it cannot be done just by a handful of 
conservation organisations. It needs a whole village, or 
indeed everyone, to do this. WCC especially needs the 
support of all its members. 
 

EXPERIENCING NATURE 
 

WCC staff members spend much of their time 
introducing both adults and children to the wonders of 
the Whale Coast environment. Our schools programme 
takes children out of the classroom to engage with 
nature.  
 

In November WCC introduced a new series of monthly 
nature “experiences” to share our passion for the 
environment with adults (and their families) as well. 
 

FROGS AND FIREFLIES EXPERIENCE  
 

“Thank you for an enchanting evening.  We both loved 
it and are so lucky to have such enthusiastic people like 
you in Hermanus.” - Mike and Moi Walker 
 

A window of opportunity opened at the end of October 
when the mating call of the endemic Drewes’ Moss 
Frog and mating season of the Fernkloof fireflies 
coincided. It presented WCC with an opportunity to 
launch its first “experience” for WCC members. 
 

Sheraine van Wyk, local frog whisperer, and Anina Lee 
hosted two groups of enthusiasts - a total of 26 - in 
Fernkloof. As dusk fell the explorers, equipped with 
lights and walking sticks, headed up the hill. We 
listened for evidence of Drewes’ Moss Frog and 
recorded the calls and GPS coordinates. Several calls 
were heard but the tiny moss frogs were too well 
camouflaged to be seen. 
 

 
 

However, Sheraine “whispered” several Cape River 
Frogs and explained how to identify and to sex them.  
But the highlight of the ‘experience’ was undoubtedly 
a beautiful Cape Ghost Frog (above) – a first for 
everyone there. 
 

 
 

It was carefully released where it was found.  
 

 
 

And then the fireflies appeared like magic. Leanne 
Dryburgh recorded thi wonderful flight path and flash 
pattern of 2 fireflies.  
 

COMMUNITY GARDENING COMPETITION 
 

“When we look at beautiful flowers we see the 
beautiful gardener.” This was the message from Rob 
Fryer, Whale Coast Conservation Manager, when he 
welcomed the inspirational gardeners of Zwelihle, Mt 
Pleasant and Hawston to the Green House on Saturday 
31 October. Whale Coast Conservation hosted the 
awards ceremony for its third annual Gardening 
Competition. The competition is an extension of WCC’s 
ongoing greening initiatives aimed at increasing 
sustainability in the Overstrand.  
 

 



7 | P a g e  
 

 
Executive Mayor Nicolette Botha-Guthrie (standing, 
centre) presented the certificates to the participants.   
 

NOVEMBER 2015 
 

 “IF CHILDREN LOSE CONTACT WITH NATURE 
THEY WON'T FIGHT FOR IT” 
 

Sheraine van Wyk, Whale Coast Conservation Eco-
Learning Manager, was our last speaker for 2015. The 
title of her talk was taken from a recent article by 
George Monbiot, who was once an opponent of 
environmentalism, but now a staunch defender. 
 

Sheraine spoke about her involvement in connecting 
both adults and children to nature through citizen 
science.  
 

Creating awareness about an environmental issue or 
problem is usually not enough to change people's 
behaviour.  What is needed is knowledge, skills, and 
the motivation to ‘do the right thing’, which may then 
lead to better coexistence between people and other 
species. 
 

 
 

Sheraine (centre) chatted to John Verster (WCC Vice 
Chairman) and Mary Ann Verster after the talk. 
 

SAVING WL TOADLETS 
 

“We could not even save half of them”, said a rather 
distressed young eco-warrior from Die Bron Primary 
School in Stanford. She was participating in Sheraine 
van Wyk’s citizen science project that is monitoring 
endangered Western Leopard Toads in Stanford. 
 

A group of Grade 3 learners were up at dawn for 
several weeks to help the little toadlets before school.   
 

During the breeding season in August, volunteers with 
the Whale Coast Conservation Frog Project confirmed 
that Western Leopard Toads were breeding in 
the Willem Appel Dam in Stanford.  At the end of 
October, 10-12 weeks later, the resultant baby toadlets 

emerged from the dam and started moving away to 
look for suitable forage. Unfortunately the dam 
surrounds don't always allow for safe passage and 
pasture.  In the case of an endangered species, every 
toadlet counts.  
  

 
  
So the young volunteers took up the challenge to 
chaperone the toadlets across the roads in the early 
mornings before school.   
 

The group saved 735 toadlets and found 2055 
dead during the 12-day monitoring period, but this 
does not account for the ones that got to safety all by 
themselves. But there is obviously a need to find and 
apply innovative ideas to the problems facing the little 
creatures. There is much good will in the community, 
so there will be a way. 
 

DECEMBER 2015 
 

FAIRIES IN THE FOREST? 
 
 

In the second of our monthly “experiences” of nature 
Sheraine van Wyk took two groups of eager 
participants on a “Walk in the Fairy Forest” in Piet se 
Bos. The excitement of walking by torch light in the 
dark forest was complemented by fascinating facts 
about milkwood ecology.  
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The event ended on a high note with Rob Fryer’s 
spectacular display of lights (thanks to his battery and 
inverter back-up system), with fairies and butterflies 
that appeared like magic to surprise the group at the 
end of the walk.  
 

The Fairy Forest experience was so popular that it was 
repeated to 3 more groups in December. 
Complimentary cocktails were served at the new 
Dutchies beach lounge after the walk.  
 

THE WCC CIGARETTE BUTT BIN 
 

Hard data from a pilot project run by WCC’s Sheraine 
van Wyk allows us to estimate that 28.5 million 
cigarette butts (equivalent to 14,3 tonnes) are 
discarded annually in the Hermanus CBD (an area of 
0,25 km²).  
 
The filters are made of cellulose acetate, a kind of 
plastic, that’s very slow to degrade and they are 
designed to absorb toxins, carcinogenic additives and 
particulates from smoke. They are toxic waste.  
 

Where do all the butts go?  And the toxins? It all lands 
up in our water systems and the sea. The butts 
gradually add to the ‘soup’ of micro-plastics that our 
oceans have become. The toxins are absorbed or eaten 
by aquatic creatures and eventually end up in your 
food. 
 

WCC has designed an attractive, durable, lockable butt 
bin to go in areas where butts tend to accumulate. 
Business owners can put them outside their premises 
or at the entrance to public buildings.  
 
The first three bins were installed at the Overstrand 
municipal building. We trust many businesses, 
especially restaurants, will take up the challenge to 
kepp the areas outside their front doors clear of this 
toxic waste item. 
 

 
 
Sheraine van Wyk (right) presented the first bin to 
Executive Mayor, Nicolette Botha-Guthrie. The Whale 
Coast Conservation-designed butt bin is an attractive 
and convenient reminder to bin those butts. The bins 
are locally manufactured and thus provide 
employment.  
 

MOONLIGHT MEANDER 
 

Our second adventure in December was the moonlight 
meander on Hoy’s Koppie. The season was festive and 
the moon was full. No better time to meander round 
the iconic Hoy’s Koppie by the light of the moon and 
lanterns. As with all WCC eco-experiences, it provided 
both information and entertainment.  
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As the moon rose over the Koppie, Dr Robin Lee 
engaged the crowd or 160 with a lively summary of the 
history of the Koppie. 

 

After circling the Koppie everyone gathered up the 
stone steps for a singalong, beautifully led by Lara and 
Nica van Vuren (below). 
 

 
 
Rob Fryer, assisted by Denfred Bruintjies, expertly 
rigged the power backup for the lights and sound. 
 

David Beattie was our fire marshal for the meander and 
gave us the following feedback: 
 

“I thought the evening was a great success and lots of 
fun. Robin’s (Lee) excellent talk on the history of the 
koppie was delivered in his own inimitable way and 
started proceedings on a high note. The girls (Lara and 
Nica van Vuuren) and Rob led us beautifully (in song) 
and the overall effect was spectacular. Well done! 
  
At the end as I was crossing the road to get to my car a 
woman came rushing up to me from the house 
opposite the car park. She said she was reading in her 
lounge when she heard the singing, went outside to 
investigate and saw the spectacular display of torch 
lights going up the koppie. She asked who’d arranged 
it and when I told her it was WCC she asked me to 
convey her thanks to you for “making it such a special 
evening for her”. She was so impressed and I thought I 
detected a small tear in her eye as she hugged me!” 
 

Di Marais, BotSoc Chairperson, wrote: “A most 
successful event. Well done and thanks to all. Ian and I 
so enjoyed the outing as did our 6 visitors from Hong 
Kong. I can see the Meander firmly on the Hermanus 
Christmas calendar in future. It must have been a 
wonderful sight from Rotary Way.” 
 

We certainly plan to make it an annual event with even 
more lights and singing.  
 

HOLIDAY FUN FOR CHILDREN 
 

In December WCC held two very successful days of 
holiday fun on Grotto Beach for children aged 5 to 10. 
They learned about beach ecology, forest facts and 
wetland wonders.  
 

 
 
There will be another 2 days of holiday activities from 
09h00 to 11h00 on 6 and 7 January. The cost is R25 per 
child per session. Please book in advance on 028 316 
2527. 
 
 

JANUARY 2016 
 

FYNBOS AND FIRE ECO-ADVENTURE 
 

It was a season of fire along the Whale Coast. On 20 
December a fire swept through Fernkloof Nature 
Reserve. From a biodiversity point of view the fire was 
desperately needed. In fact, it was a pity that a large 
section of senescent mountain fynbos did not also 
burn. 
 

However, it presented WCC with the perfect 
opportunity for an eco-adventure to discover the 
relationship between fynbos and fire. We also learnt 
how fire is managed, what it costs and who pays for it.  
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A fundraiser for the Hermanus Botanical Society was 
held on Sunday 24 January. The money raised will be 
used to repair infrastructure in the Reserve that was 
damaged by the fire and to start a vegetation 
rehabilitation project at the waterfall. 
 

The following evening was the normal monthly WCC 
eco-adventure. 
 

 
 

The edutainment started at dusk with a talk by Pat 
Miller on fynbos adaptation to fire – indeed so perfect 
is the adaptation that fynbos needs fire to renew and 
thrive. She also talked about the amazing chemical 
properties of smoke in triggering or inhibiting 
germination. 
 

 
 
A walk along the lower contour allowed Pat to illustrate 
serotiny - how some plants, including proteas protect 
their seeds in a ‘safe” until a fire causes their release 
into receptive soil, newly fertilised by the ash of the 
fire.  
 

 
 

Anina Lee introduced the adventurers to the basics of 
the Restionaceae and a few simple rules for their 
identification. On the walk guests could take a closer 
look at some restios and the need for fire in 20-year old 
fynbos. 
 

As darkness fell, a magic show of lights by Denfred 
Bruintjies greeted us at the waterfall. 
 

 
 

Giorgio Lombardi, Warden of Vogelgat Private Nature 
Reserve, ended the evening on a high note by putting 
the management of fire in perspective - balancing the 
needs of the environment and humans and the real 
cost of doing so.   
 

COMMENT ON THE FINAL SCOPING REPORT ON 
THE HERMANUS BYPASS 
 

WCC prepared a detailed document commenting on 
the Final Scoping Report for the Environmental Impact 
Assessment on the proposed Hermanus Bypass. This 
Report can be downloaded from the WCC website. 
 

FEBRUARY 2016 
 

TROPHIC CASCADES EXAMINED 
 

Our “talk” on 16 February took on a different guise. 
Instead of a guest speaker, we showed two thought-
provoking videos and engaged each other in 
discussion.  What new insights did we gain from our 
video and discussion evening? 
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Scientists have recently begun to understand the vital 
role played by top predators in ecosystems and the 
profound impacts that occur when those predators are 
wiped out. Now, researchers are citing new evidence 
that shows the importance of lions, wolves, sharks, 
whales and other creatures at the top of the food 
chain. 
 

A brilliant BBC documentary on the reintroduction of 
wolves in Yellowstone National Park illustrated this 
trophic cascade. This was followed by a thought-
provoking TED talk by George Monbiot challenging us 
to think about ‘re-wilding’ large tracks of former farm 
land. After all, Europe was at one time home to close 
relatives of modern lions, elephants and rhinos.  

BY THE LIGHT OF THE SILVERY MOON 
 

On 22 and 23 February our monthly eco-adventure 
took us to Grotto Beach where we examined the 
relationship between the moon and the tides and 
combed the beach for creatures that live between the 
tides and have to adapt to harsh inter-tidal conditions. 
 
As the sun set over the sea, the group gathered round 
for a briefing. 
 

 
 

Using an ingenious prop, Pierre Hugo showed 
participants how the moon influences tides. 
 

 
Sheraine van Wyk demonstrated how animals have 
adapted in amazing ways to the changing tides. At 
times they are under water and at other times exposed 
to the blazing sun. 
 

 
 
Our first excitement on the beach was plough snails. 
They picked up the chemical trail of some juicy bait 
within seconds and came from many meters away, 
leaving their ‘plough trails’ behind them.  
 

 
 

We searched for sand mussels … 
 

 
 

… and watched them filter feeding. 
 

Then we examined the kelp debris on the beach to see 
the creatures that break it down to return nutrients to 
the sand and sea. 
 

Free cocktails, generously sponsored by the Dutchies 
beach lounge, concluded the adventure on a high note.  
 

VISIT FROM AVI COMMUNITY TRUST 
 

During February Whale Coast Conservation was 
privileged to host Pearl Phoolo (Transformation 
Officer) and Mechelle Mochali (Transformation 
Manager) at AngloVaal Industries Community Trust. 
The Trust sponsors 3 Gansbaai schools' participation in 
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the WCC Youth Environment Programme (YEP).  
 

 
 

The visitors were welcomed at Gansbaai Academia by 
the accomplished Academia marimba band. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Pearl and Mechelle presented each school with a 
certificate of successful completion of the 2015 
programme as well as a pledge of commitment to the 
YEP. WCC is justly proud of the accomplishments of 
these schools and we thank the AVI Community Trust 
for the sponsorship that enables us to walk the 
environmental talk with these young people. 

 MARCH 2016 
 
IN MARCH WE WALKED FOR WATER 
 

We celebrated Human Rights Day by walking for water, 
raising awareness that many people around the world 
have no access to clean water. We also remembered 
how privileged we are to live in the Overstrand where 
we have top quality water. 
 

Learners studying Marine Science and teachers from 
Gansbaai Academia came, as did enthusiastic Grade 4 
learners from Hawston Primary. 
 

 
 

Dr Robin Lee of the Hermanus History Society set the 
scene with a fascinating history of water supply in 
Hermanus – against a superb backdrop. He related how 
one visitor to Hermanus described taking a bath in the 
tannin-stained brown water as “bathing in sherry”. 

 
 

WCC Board member Dr Pat Miller and Patrick Chapman 
led the walk. 
 

Along the way the children were fascinated to hear 
about the “wasbakkies” that were built below the cliffs. 
A stream of clear water flowed here which was used to 
wash the white linen from the sanatorium and hotels.  
 

The story of Mr Fick and the pool he built for the 
children from the High School to have a place to swim 
in the town, was appreciated by the audience, 
especially those who had swum there. 
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A high note was entertainment provided by the 
Gansbaai Academia Marimba Band.  
 

Whale Coast Conservation would like to thank White 
Shark Projects for transporting the learners from 
Gansbaai, Eastcliff Spar who donated their supper, and 
the Windsor Hotel for their generous support. 
 

A PERILOUS FUTURE FOR OUR WHITE SHARKS 
 

Our guest speaker on 29 March was Michael 
‘Sharkman’ Rutzen, the 2015 winner of the Mayor’s 
Environmental Award for his pioneering work in Great 
White Shark conservation. 
 

 
 
Mike is perhaps most famous for the fact that he swims 
with Great Whites, without the protection of a cage, 
relying on body language to communicate with these 
magnificent creatures. He acts as field guide for film 
makers, photographers and researchers, all of which 
helps to publicise the truth about these sharks.  
 

However, the most valuable contribution Mike is 
making is his expert field work in support of scientific 
research by Dr Sara Andreotti and others at 
Stellenbosch University on the demographics of Great 
Whites. He and Andreotti spent four years collecting, 
photographing and sampling shark genetic data in the 
most extensive field research project ever conducted 
on White Shark DNA around the South African 
coastline.  The study shows that their long term 
survival is in jeopardy with an extremely low genetic 

diversity; 89% of our White Sharks having a common 
lineage, and all descended from only 4 female lines.  

It paints a very worrying picture. A viable population 
needs at least 500 individuals. The study shows the 
South African population consists of 426 individuals. 
They are still being killed by KZN shark nets on their 
migrations and by unscrupulous fishermen who barter 
their jaws. Great Whites from other parts of the world 
do not migrate to our shores.  
 

During the summer shark season there were only 7 
individuals around Gansbaai’s shark alley (compared to 
over 40 a few years ago), and in February there were 
none. The economic implications for the industry and 
for the Overstrand in general are serious. 
 

His pioneering work on the SharkSafe barrier, which 
resembles kelp with an electromagnetic field, gives a 
glimmer of hope for the future. 
 

WE TOOK CURRO ON A BEACH ADVENTURE 
 

Forty five enthusiastic Grade 2 learners from Hermanus 
Curro joined WCC’s Anina Lee, Pat Miller and Shirley 
Mgoboza on Grotto Beach for a seaside adventure.  
 

 
 
The lessons on the beach dealt with the feeding habits 
of some animals like plough shells, mussels and 
limpets, as well as survival adaptations to their inter-
tidal habitat. 
 

WE HELD A CAMP FOR HERMANUS HIGH 
 

A highlight for grade 10 Life Science learners from 
Hermanus High is undoubtedly their three day Ecology 
camp under the guidance of WCC staff.  The group 
studied many different aspects of ecology. 
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Beach ecology included nocturnal crustaceans such as 
sand-hoppers and sea lice. They also explored the 
feeding habits of plough shells and white mussels. 
 

 
 

In the Milkwood forest they learnt about its history and 
the negative impact people have on the forest.  Shirley 
Mgoboza (above) encouraged them to think of 
innovative ways to best care for this ancient forest.  
 

At Wortelgat Anina Lee introduced them to the main 
families of plants making up fynbos, and their 
importance to our ecosystems.  
 

 
 

Students studied physical adaptations of fynbos to 
harsh conditions as well as flower parts under 
microscopes. 
 

 
 

Sheraine van Wyk explained how alien trees become 
invasive and how we can best deal with this major 
threat to fynbos. 

 

The camp ended with Sheraine’s presentation of 

the shark egg case project. 

 

APRIL 2016 
 
OUR APRIL TALK 
 
Our April talk explored some of the local research being 
conducted to inform management decisions when it 
comes to protecting our marine species. 
 
Mary Rowlinson of the White Shark Diving Company 
described how Baited Underwater Video research is 
conducted.  Meaghen McCord, founding Director of 
the SA Shark Conservancy (SASC), described the various 
research projects conducted by SASC. 
 

 
 
Mary Rowlinson (left) with Meaghen McCord after 
their talk. 

PENGUIN WADDLE 
 

African Penguin numbers have fallen dramatically and 
are already lower than what is needed for a genetically 
viable population.  Urgent conservation attention is 
essential to encourage the numbers of this endangered 
bird to grow.  Public awareness and support of penguin 
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conservation is one way to bring the matter under the 
spotlight.  
 

 
 

Monday 11 to Saturday 16 April 2016 saw the annual 
penguin waddle come to town.  The waddlers are a 
group of concerned animal keepers and conservators. 
Whale Coast Conservation organised for our schools 
from Gansbaai to Pringle Bay to support them. 
 

WATER EXPO WENT TO GANSBAAI & STANFORD 
 

During April WCC took its educational expo about 
water and water saving to Gansbaai Academia, 
Laerskool Gansbaai, Gansbaai Primêr and Die Bron 
Laerskool in Stanford. 
 

About 400 learners from certain grades were selected 
to attend the Expo which practically illustrates the 
water topics in the curriculum.  
 

 
 
Christoff Longland explained the rationale for Walking 
for Water - to raise awareness that many people 
around the world do not have access to clean water. 
 

  
 

Sheraine van Wyk explained the ecosystem services we 
receive from wetlands. These include water filtration 
by the soil, and releasing water slowly so that we still 
have running water in the dry season. The learners 

were intrigued by the demonstration of how wetlands 
filter water. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 
 

Shirley Mgoboza showed how human activities impact 
water from catchment to coast. She also illustrated 
how the price of food has been influenced by the 
drought over the last year. 
 

 
 

Anina Lee asked the learners to challenge the 
conventional wisdom of advocating showering over 
bathing to save water. They were astounded to find 
that we only save water if we shower for less than 3 
minutes. 
 

The water expo is part of the Youth Environment 
Programme (YEP) sponsored by the AVI Community 
Trust in the Gansbaai schools.  
 

 

MAY 2016 
 

TALK ON WHALE RESEARCH  
 

A packed audience gathered on 17 May to hear whale 
expert Prof Ken Findlay reporting on his research on 
whales, especially those around the SA coast.  
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“Primarily we do research about whales to build up a 
sound database of information for purposes of 
conserving the species. In South Africa we focus on the 
southern right whale, the humpback whale and the 
blue whale. All this research is carried out in the 
context of current ocean conservation and 
management issues.” 
 

A few observations from Prof Findlay’s extensive 
research that may interest our readers: Yes, there were 
fewer Southern Right Whales around our coastline last 
year, but the previous year there were an unusually 
large number. So this may just be natural variations. It 
is thought that the whales may be going up the West 
Coast to feed, so funding is needed to expand the 
annual survey to that area to be sure what is 
happening. What we do know is that this whale 
population is increasing at 7% pa, which is the 
maximum growth possible for an animal that breeds 
only every 3 years. On the other hand, Humpback 
Whales breed every 2 years and their population is 
increasing by 10% pa and has reached what is 
estimated to be the population numbers before 
commercial whaling started.  
 

Prof Findlay also reported new research using acoustic 
monitoring that indicates that there are Blue Whales 
off our coast that we didn’t even know about.  
 

DID WE FIND MUSHROOMS IN MAY? 
 

I just wanted to thank you most sincerely for a really 
wonderful day. It was interesting and informative with an 
eclectic group of keen minded foragers, a treat to enjoy a 
lunch so delicious and of course the weather sublime. I have 
huge admiration for the work you do and I am so privileged 
to profit from your open days and talks. 
 

These are the kind words from one of the participants 
in our Mushrooms in May adventure. And were there 
mushrooms? Not as many as we would have liked as 
May was an unusually dry month, but there were 
enough to make for a really interesting adventure. 
 

 
 

Sheraine van Wyk introduced participants to the do’s 
and don’ts of mushrooming.  
 

 
 

And illustrated the finer points of mushroom ID. 
 

 
Slap-up mushroom lunch at Mogg’s 
 

Our thanks to Mogg’s Country Cookhouse for providing 
the venue and serving an outstanding mushroom 
lunch. 
 

SCHOOLS SUSTAINABLE ENERGY EXPO  
 

During May Whale Coast Conservation presented its 
Expo on Sustainable Energy to the Hermanus Private 
School, Hermanus Waldorf and Pringle House. This 
presentation took place at the Green House.  
 

The expo also took the road to Gansbaai where we 
visited three schools. About 120 learners at Gansbaai 
Primêr, 250 learners from Gansbaai Academia and 60 
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learners from Laerskool Gansbaai were given practical 
insight into learning achieved in the classroom. The 
theme of the Expo was the high cost of electricity to 
both the environment and the end user. What are the 
alternatives? What other energy sources are available, 
what is their effect on the environment and how do 
they work? How can we save money by saving the 
amount of electricity we use? 
 

 
 

Sheraine van Wyk explained how electricity is 
generated using a model of a turbine. She showed how 
the movement of a copper wire relative to an 
electromagnetic field creates an electric current. 
Turning a turbine connected to a generator is a 
common feature in most methods of electrical 
generation, whether by coal, gas, hydro power or wind.  
 
Sheraine also emphasised the ‘energy crime’, namely 
the loss of electricity in transmission – as much as 75% 
between the power station on the Highveld and the 
end user in the Western Cape. 
 

 
 

Rob Fryer demonstrated how solar energy can be 
harnessed using a photovoltaic panel, storage batteries 
and an inverter.  
 
The photovoltaic panel converts light energy (photons) 
into electrical energy (volts), the batteries store the 
electrical energy and the inverter converts the energy 
stored in the batteries from direct current into the 
alternating current needed by the majority of our 

appliances. Depending on the way inverters are 
installed and set up, the system can be stand-alone, or 
"off grid" or provide stand-by power in case of mains 
outages. 
 

 
 

Christoff Longland demonstrated the relative efficiency 
of different light sources. The thermometers in light 
boxes showed how much energy is wasted as heat with 
conventional incandescent lights, compared to 
compact fluorescents and LED lights – the latter 
converting all the available energy to light. Christoff 
also demonstrated the amount of current drawn by 
different lighting options. 
 

 
 

Shirley Mgoboza demonstrated the use of alternative 
energy sources. The parabolic solar cooker was a 
popular exhibit, as was the solar oven. Shirley also 
explained how wind turbines harness the energy of the 
wind to convert it to electricity. Solar heated water is 
also a great energy saver. Even a dark container of 
water placed in the sun during the day will provide 
warm water in the evening. 
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Anina Lee involved the learners in an experiment to 
test the relative efficiency of various cooking 
appliances. They were able to calculate the cost of the 
electricity needed to boil the water. 
 

WCC FIGHTING LITTER IN LAINGSBURG 
 
Whale Coast Conservation’s partnership with the Anglo 
Vaal Industries (AVI) Community Development Trust, 
which sponsors our Youth Environment Programme 
activities in three Gansbaai schools, has led to WCC 
becoming involved with addressing a perceived litter 
problem in Laingsburg. 
 
Watch out Cape Whale Coast!  Laingsburg is keen to 
compete for and win the Greenest Town award. 
 

JUNE 2016 
 
GANSBAAI HOLIDAY ECO-ADVENTURE CAMP 
 

 
 
The winter school holidays started excitingly for 15 
learners, aged 13 to 19, from Gansbaai, Stanford, 
Hermanus, Zwelihle, Hawston and Kleinmond.   
 
Grant-in-Aid funding from the Overstrand Municipality 
enabled WCC’S Sheraine van Wyk to take these young 
learners on a wonderful 3-day eco-adventure youth 
camp at Fynbos Retreat cottages near Gansbaai.   
 

Their first adventure was a hike to a natural fountain - 
in the rain.  The young people were nevertheless eager 
to learn about their environment. 
 

 
 
The learners then each chose a relevant nature topic 
and researched it with Christoff Longland’s help. 
 
The next morning junior learners from Gansbaai joined 
them and the seniors lead the juniors on the hike and 
shared their knowledge with them.  
 

 
 
Beautiful Odwa talked about proteas.  Everyone else 
also had a turn to guide the younger children and to tell 
them about the interesting facts they had themselves 
learnt.   
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The hike led into a spectacular gorge, a pristine river 
and waterfall. 
 

 
 
The nights were super cold but the enthusiastic group 
nevertheless went frogging one evening in the rain 
with Grootbos herpetologist, Juanita Viviers – and 
spent the rest of the night in front of the fire. 
 

 
 
 Mary Rowlinson and Imke Meyer from the White 
Shark Diving Company came to tell the learners about 
their science projects and marine research. 
 
We thank the Overstrand Municipality, Grootbos, 
White Shark Projects and Wildtours for supporting 
these special young people.   
 

JULY 2016 
 
FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 

A near capacity audience attended our July talk by 
George and Margo Branch on the ecosystem effects of 
the seafood we eat. 
 

George used several examples of the ecosystem 
consequences of harvesting marine products, but the 
one perhaps most pertinent for us on the Whale Coast 
is the interrelationships between over-fishing, rock 
lobster migration, sea urchins and abalone. 
 

Climate change has caused warming of the land with 
resultant increased off-shore wind activity leading to 
upwelling of cold nutrient-rich water in areas such as 
Walker Bay. Cold-water rock lobsters from the West 
Coast have moved into the more favourable 
environment in large numbers. In a balanced 
ecosystem the numbers of lobsters would be 
controlled by large predator fish. But overfishing has 
wiped out large numbers of these natural predators. 
The rock lobsters prey on sea urchins and urchin 
numbers have now dropped dramatically. What effect 
does this have on our other iconic species? Urchins play 
a very important role in the life of abalone, providing 
physical protection under their spines for young 
abalone.  Sadly, the combined effects of lobster 
invasion and poaching has now decimated the abalone 
population.  
 

 
 

George and Margo Branch are seen above with WCC’s 
Anina Lee and Sheraine van Wyk. 
 

MOUNTAINS OF MOSS FROGS 
 

In the first week of July WCC conducted a thorough 
survey of the occurrence of the endemic Drewes’ Moss 
Frog in the Fernkloof Nature Reserve.  
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Michael Brits, a postgraduate student at Stellenbosch 
University and Denfred Bruintjies, WCC’s frog 
enthusiast were the indefatigable field workers who 
criss-crossed the reserve for 4 days mapping the 
occurrence and population of these elusive little frogs. 
No bigger than a thumb nail and cryptically 
camouflaged, they are almost impossible to see, but 
fortunately they are enthusiastic breeders and the 
mating calls of the males are surprisingly loud for such 
a tiny creature. Calls were recorded and numbers 
estimated. 
 

It became a challenge, if not a matter of personal pride, 
for the two field workers to physically find one of these 
tiny cryptically coloured frogs. And on the very last day 
they did. And here it is - on a finger. 
 

 
Thanks to the Hermanus Botanical Society for 
sponsoring Michael’s participation in the project. 
 
HOLIDAY PROGRAMME IN ZWELIHLE 
 

WCC‘s Sheraine van Wyk and Shirley Mgoboza ran an 
educational (but fun) programme for learners from 
Zwelihle Primary School in the last week of the winter 
holidays.  
 

 
 

The first day was all about water-wise plants, food 
gardening and healthy eating. The learners decorated 
tins in which to plant water-wise plants to take home.  
 

 
 

Nicholas McClean, Ecological and Wellness Coach, 
donated fruit and spoke to the group about healthy 
(colourful) eating. Denfred Bruintjies showed the 
learners how to make their own food garden in a box 
using the compost made from kitchen waste. The 
learners were given seeds to take home to plant their 
own food gardens.  
 

On the second day the group visited the Waste Water 
Treatment Plant in Zwelihle.  
 

 
 
Here the group was conducted around the plant by 
facility staff who showed them all the processes that 
take place in the treatment of waste water. 
 

 
 

The day ended with bird watching and ID.   
 
On the last day the learners saw how the Overstrand 
Municipality manages waste. 
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But first the group put their backs into picking up litter 
while walking to the transfer station. 
 

 
 

Municipal Waste Manager Johan van Taak led the 
group through the transfer station explaining each step 
and why it is important to divert as much waste as 
possible to recycling, composting and reuse options. 
 
The Zwelihle Holiday Programme was made possible by 
Grant-in-Aid funding from the Overstrand Municipality. 
 
 

AUGUST 2016 
 
TALK ABOUT DECEPTION!  
 
About 60 people attended Jeremy Midgley’s talk on 16 
August at the Green House. The audience was both 
intrigued and fascinated by the  amazing evolutionary 
adaptation of a plant to slip into an ecological niche for 
its own benefit. 
 
In ground-breaking research he was able to show that 
a plant has evolved to dupe an insect into dispersing its 
seeds. 
 
 Ceratocaryum argenteum, is a tall restio that occurs in 
sandplain fynbos, It produces large, smelly, brown, 
round seeds that look and smell remarkably like 

bontebok dung. In fact, it’s 10 times smellier than the 
dung. Prof Midgley showed us video clips of dung 
beetles getting into quite a frenzy when they 
encountered these ‘delectable’ seeds. Chemical 
analysis of the smelly compounds showed remarkable 
similarity to those in bontebok dung. By attaching 
fluorescent string to the seeds, they could follow what 
happened to them – they were avidly rolled way and 
stashed into the beetles’ burrows.   
 
Dung beetles are thus deceived into burying the seeds 
as they would the dung. Since the seeds are too hard 
for adult or larval dung beetles to eat, this is a 
remarkable example of chemical and visual deception 
in seed dispersal. Having its seeds dispersed and buried 
is a great benefit for the plant as it prevents intense 
seedling competition, as well as seeds from being 
incinerated in fynbos fires.  They found no dung beetle 
eggs attached to buried seeds, so the beetles did not 
lay eggs on them. The cost to dung beetles is irritation 
rather than a more serious loss of reproductive energy. 
 

 
 
Sheraine van Wyk with Prof Jeremy Midgley. 
 
SAARP VISIT  
 

 
 
Sheraine van Wyk was the guest speaker at the SAARP 
monthly meeting in August. She spoke about citizen 
science and how frogs can be used as bio-indicators of 
environmental health. 
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About 60 members visited the Green House where 
they were given a preview of the schools expo on 
fynbos. Denfred Bruintjies (middle above) showed 
them the finer points of frog ID. 
  
SCHOOLS EXPOS ON FYNBOS 
 
In the second half of August we took our Expo on 
Fynbos to 9 schools, with 3 more to come in 
September. Past experience has shown that 
knowledge about fynbos is sadly lacking, particularly in 
school learners. This is of real concern to us. If the next 
generation is not fully informed about the importance 
of fynbos and the real threats it faces, there will be little 
will to protect it. 
 
The expo was attended by Grades 6 and 7 learners 
from the primary schools and the Life Sciences classes 
form Gansbaai Academia, and even some pre-
schoolers. 
 
Our thanks to the Hermanus Botanical Society, the 
Kogelberg Branch of the Botanical Society of SA and AVI 
for sponsoring these Fynbos Expos. 
 

 
 
John Cowan explained how the evolutionary pressure 
of harsh climate, poor soils and fire cause speciation 
and high biodiversity.  
 

 
 
They then used dissecting microscopes to look at how 
Erica leaves are specially adapted to hot dry summers. 
 

  
 
Anina Lee demonstrated the four main groups of 
fynbos plants. They were intrigued by the fact that a 
protea head is a whole bunch of flowers and that a 
pincushion flower changes from male to female. 
 

 
 
Pat Miller described how fynbos is both adapted to fire 
and reliant on fire to return nutrients to the soil. She 
demonstrated serotiny in Protea repens. 
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Shirley Mgoboza talked about the threats to fynbos 
through alien plants and human transformation of the 
landscape.  
 

 
 
Sheraine van Wyk explained how important fynbos is 
for the local economy, including eco-tourism, 
ecosystem services, the flower industry and bee-
pollinated crops. 
 

SEPTEMBER 2016 
 
WCC AGM AND TALK ON OCEAN CONSERVATION 
 
Prof John Verster, Vice-Chairman of the WCC Board, 
presented the facts, highlights and challenges of the 
preceding year in the absences of Chairman Jamie Hart. 
He confirmed the Board’s commitment to find ways for 
WCC to become less dependent on grant funding, 
which is increasingly difficult to access, and to generate 
more of its own revenue. He also praised the smaller 
staff complement for nevertheless expanding their 
activities and influence in the conservation education 
field. 
 

Guest speaker Jean Tresfon is a conservation 
photographer. Conservation photography tells a story, 
whether it be the natural behaviour of wildlife or the 
wild behaviour of human lowlife. 
 

Jean tells the conservation story through his 
photographs taken on land, underwater or from the 
air. His pictures are not worth just a thousand words, 
but tell a whole story. He showed the example of his 
photograph of over a hundred fishing boats fishing in 
protected waters off Cape Point. His research 
confirmed that they were fishing illegally, but when he 
contacted the relevant authorities, there was no 
response.  Publicising the images on social media 
brought some action with the result that fishing in the 
area no longer occurs. 
 

He emphasised that everyone can contribute to 
conservation by observation, recording what we see 
and telling the story to the public and the appropriate 
authorities. WCC can assist with advice on which 
authorities to contact.  
 

 
 
Jean Tresfon with John Verster, Sheraine van Wyk and 
Anina Lee. Photo by Sarah Taylor. 
 
MORE FYNBOS EXPOS AT SCHOOLS 
 

Our expo on fynbos went to more schools in 
September. Mt Pleasant Primary graciously hosted 
both Hawston Primary and Hermanus Waldorf at their 
school.  
 

 
 

 
 
Learning about fynbos was excellent preparation for 
these schools’ visit to the Flower Festival. 
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HERMANUS FLOWER FESTIVAL 
 

The annual Hermanus Flower Festival took place from 
22 to 25 September. The Festival was much more than 
just a display of the magnificent floral riches of our 
area; emphasis was placed on information and 
education about fynbos in general and on its 
relationship with fire in particular. 

 
Photo: Sandra Swanepoel 
 
Whale Coast Conservation and the Botanical Society 
hosted 130 school children at the festival with guided 
tours, fun activities and education about snakes.  
 

 
 
‘Dr Vic’ explained to the learners from Hermanus 
Waldorf how fire stimulates fynbos seed germination. 
 

 
 
WCC’S Denfred Bruintjies introduced learners from Mt 
Pleasant Primary to the frogs of our area and their calls. 

 
Our September eco-adventure took us through 
unburned parts of the reserve, then through a burnt 
area to see what amazing regeneration has occurred in 
the 9 months since the fire. 
  

 
 
Pat Miller explained the strategy of serotiny (keeping 
seeds in a ‘safe’ until the next fire) in some proteas. 
 

Some late developers of the Fernkloof frog endemic, 
Drewes’ Moss Frog, could still be heard calling 
optimistically at the end of the mating season. 
 

 
 
TOP SCHOLARS REWARDED 
 

 The top three scholars in each grade at Gansbaai 
Primêr were rewarded for their hard work by going on 
a whale watching trip with Ivanhoe Sea Safaris. 
Surprisingly there were several children that had not 
seen a whale before nor been on a boat, despite living 
in Gansbaai all their lives. 
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The trip encouraged the children to become aware of 
the importance of both marine conservation and 
excellent academic results.  
 
COASTAL CLEANUP 
 

On top of everything else, September is also 
International Coastal Clean-up month.  
 

 
 
WCC’s anti-litter champion, Antonio da Silva-Swart, 
hiked the entire length of the Cape Whale Coast, from 
Gordon’s Bay to Agulhas, identifying litter zones and 
picking up where he can. He is now also spreading the 
awareness through public hikes.  
 

 
 
 
HOW WE WON GOLD AT CHELSEA 
 

 
 
Brilliant designer David Davidson was our guest 
speaker in October.  David (second from right) is seen 
above with Jamie Hart (WCC Chairman), Shirley 

Mgoboza (Youth Environment Programme Assistant) 
and Dr Pat Miller (WCC Board Member). 
 
David secured gold again for South Africa at the 
Chelsea Flower Show this year. David showed the 
spectacular gardens created for the occasion, some 
complete with giant rocks and towering trees. He 
discussed the new trends in floristry and the amazing 
new flower cultivars, including the snow-white king 
protea (below) bred by the Australians!   
 

 
 

OCTOBER 2016 
 
FIREFLY ADVENTURES 
 

It’s been a year since we went to see the fireflies on our 
very first eco-adventure. These informative guided 
walks in nature have now become regular monthly 
events that we love to share with our members.  Each 
adventure included the story of fireflies, sometimes 
known as glow worms – but which are neither flies nor 
worms. They are beetles, with the normal insect 
lifecycle. Adults lay eggs that turn into larvae, which eat 
voraciously for a year, and then pupate and eventually 
emerge as the next generation of adult beetle. The 
‘fire’ is a cold form of light called bioluminescence, and 
the flashing is simply to find and attract a mate. But the 
cold facts belie the magic of seeing the dancing lights 
in the dark.  
 

 
One young participant remarked that it looked like the 
mountain was decked in Christmas lights. 
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Sheraine van Wyk took 2 groups along the Mossel 
River. She is never more in her element than when she 
can share knowledge with others, especially when it 
involves plunging into a stream to apprehend a 
particularly handsome frog. We are expecting one to 
turn into a prince any time now. 
 

Fireflies entertained us with the magic along the path 
and put on a spectacular display against the mountain. 
 

 
 
We also took 2 groups into the main reserve where the 
lights were equally amazing. We were lucky to hear the 
last of the romantically challenged Drewes’ Moss Frogs 
calling rather forlornly hoping to still find a match at 
the end of the breeding season. 
 

Enthusiastic participant, Pieter van Aswegen, posted 
on FB “The firefly and frog adventure was fantastically 
magical. How blessed we are to have all this. Thanks to 
Anina Lee and WCC.” 
 
MAYOR’S ENVIRONMENTAL AWARD 
 
The year under review ended on a high note at the 
annual Mayoral Evening of Excellence - a glittering 
function on 4 October.  
 
We are proud to say that Whale Coast Conservation 
was one of the four nominees for the Mayor’s trophy 
for Environmental Excellence. The trophy was won by 

Chris Geldenhuys for his work on dune reclamation in 
Pringle Bay. 
 
Rob Fryer and Sheraine van Wyk and Anina Lee were 
honoured for their innovative anti-litter campaign and 
the design and manufacture of the cigarette butt bin 
and the doggy doo bag dispenser.  
 

Since the bins were launched, 32 sponsored cigarette 
butt bins and 11 doggy doo bag dispensers have been 
installed.  We received much positive response from 
the public. There is patently a need for these innovative 
bins that contribute to making Hermanus the Cleanest 
and Greenest Town. 
 

 
 
Anina Lee received the certificates on behalf of the 
WCC Team from the Mayor Ald. Rudolf Smith. 
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