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HELP! SAVE WESTERN LEOPARD TOADLETS 
 

As we are all aware by now, the Western 

Leopard Toad is one of our most endangered 

frogs. They have a hard time because their 

habitat has largely been occupied by 

humans. Often their foraging grounds are far 

from the wetlands and ponds where they 

have to breed. Moving between wetlands 

and food is fraught with danger, especially if 

you are a toadlet the size of a thumb nail. 

Even a roadside kerb is insurmountable and 

the little Thumbelinas get trapped on the 

road to be baked to death by the sun.  
 

 
 

Who would not want to save some of these 

little frogs by giving them safe passage across 

human infrastructure barriers? Join Sheraine 

van Wyk at 07h00 on either Wednesday 9 or 

Thursday 10 November at the Willem Appel 

Dam in Stanford for this feel-good adventure. 

Note that the cost of breakfast is included in 

the fee of R160 for adults and R75 for 

children. Bookings anina.wcc@gmail.com 

 

TALK ABOUT ENCOUNTERS WITH BABOONS 
 

You either love them or hate them, or maybe 

there is also a love-hate relationship. But no-

one feels neutral about baboons.   
 

 
 

Over the past year, Amanda and Nick 

Ellwanger have been studying a troop of 

baboons in the Hemel en Aarde Valley as 

part of their PhD dissertations. Kim Gordon 

observed the Voёlklip troop for an Honours 

project. All of them have tales to tell about 

their encounters with baboons during their 

research. This talk does not aim to provide 

solutions to a complex situation of human-

animal conflict, but it will give more insight 

into baboon behaviour – in a troop that does 

not normally interact with humans and 

another troop that has become conditioned 

to finding high value food in urban areas. 

http://www.whalecoastconservation.org.za/
mailto:anina.wcc@gmail.com
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ARE THERE STILL FAIRIES IN THE FOREST? 
 

Our adventure in the Fairy Forest last year 

was so popular that we had to repeat it 

several times. This year, we have a new 

adventure, equally fascinating. For example, 

do you know where Grotto Beach got its 

name? Why was the beautiful wetland 

behind the dunes filled in and turned into a 

picnic area? Then join the adventure through 

the forest to find the fairies again. 
 

 
 

The adventure will be presented on 4 

evenings in December. Groups are limited to 

15, so book early if you are looking for 

adventure and a little magic.  Meet at 

Dutchies Beach Lounge – time to be advised 

on booking. Email anina.wcc@gmail.com for 

more information and to secure your place. 

 

HOW WE WON GOLD AT CHELSEA 
 

 
 

Brilliant designer David Davidson (second 

from right) is seen above with Jamie Hart 

(WCC Chairman), Shirley Mgoboza (Youth 

Environment Programme Assistant) and Dr 

Pat Miller (WCC Board Member). 

David secured gold again for South Africa at 

the Chelsea Flower Show this year. David 

showed the spectacular gardens created for 

the occasion, some complete with giant 

rocks and towering trees. He discussed the 

new trends in floristry and the amazing new 

flower cultivars, including the snow-white king 

protea (below) bred by the Australians!   

 

 
 

FIREFLY ADVENTURES 
 

It’s been a year since we went to see the 

fireflies on our very first eco-adventure. These 

informative guided walks in nature have now 

become regular monthly events that we love 

to share with our members. 
 

Each adventure included the story of fireflies, 

sometimes known as glow worms – but which 

are neither flies nor worms. They are beetles, 

with the normal insect lifecycle. Adults lay 

eggs that turn into larvae, which eat 

voraciously for a year, and then pupate and 

eventually emerge as the next generation of 

adult beetle. The ‘fire’ is a cold form of light 

called bioluminescence, and the flashing is 

simply to find and attract a mate. But the 

cold facts belie the magic of seeing the 

dancing lights in the dark.  
 

One young participant remarked that it 

looked like the mountain was decked in 

Christmas lights. 
 

 

mailto:anina.wcc@gmail.com
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The first two groups walked along the Mossel 

River. Sheraine van Wyk is never more in her 

element than when she can share 

knowledge with others, especially when it 

involves plunging into a stream to apprehend 

a particularly handsome frog. We are 

expecting one to turn into a prince any time 

now. 
 

Fireflies entertained us with the magic along 

the path and put on a spectacular display 

against the mountain. 
 

 
 

We also took 2 groups into the main reserve 

where the lights were equally amazing. We 

were lucky to hear the last of the romantically 

challenged Drewes’ Moss Frogs calling rather 

forlornly hoping to still find a match at the 

end of the breeding season. 
 

Enthusiastic participant, Pieter van Aswegen, 

posted on FB “The firefly and frog adventure 

was fantastically magical. How blessed we 

are to have all this. Thanks to Anina Lee and 

WCC.” 

 

WHERE ARE OUR WHALES? 
 

Local residents have been most concerned 

at the apparently diminishing number of 

whales around our shores and wondered 

whether whale-watching boats might be to 

blame. We asked Dr Els Vermeulen, Marine 

Mammal Biologist, for an answer. She writes: 
 

This is a very common concern in whale-

watching communities worldwide, especially 

from the residents. I believe there are two 

sides to the issue. Whale-watching 

companies need to make their guests happy 

and therefore get close to whales. When 

there are few whales around (as presently in 

Walker Bay), this often results in more animals 

being approached consecutively in various 

trips by multiple operators. Not ideal indeed. 

However, if you look at the studies (including 

some I have done myself), the degree of 

whale-watching in Hermanus (only 3 boats in 

a large bay) does provoke some short-term 

behavioural changes in whales, but will  

rarely cause long-term changes in individuals, 

let alone on populations. This does not mean 

that the activity shouldn't be controlled and 

managed well. However, we need to 

remember that the activity does have great 

benefits to whales in terms of education and 

awareness. Let’s not forget that whale-

watching was the driving force that ended 

commercial whaling. 
 

 
 

Another big misconception, especially in 

Walker Bay communities, is that there are 

fewer whales around because of the whale-

watching boats. I can say at first hand that 

the number of whales has been extremely 

low this year along the entire South African 

coast. Fewer than 60 cow-calf pairs were 

counted in the aerial survey compared to 

normal numbers of around 350. Argentina 

also had extremely low Southern Right Whale 

(SRW) counts this year. Colleagues around 

the world agree that this may be the 

strangest year on record in the marine 

ecosystem globally. There are small numbers 
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of SRW in SA, Argentina and Brazil, few white 

sharks around in SA, and the migration routes 

of various fish species also changed. There 

was even a beluga sighted in Belgium, much 

further south than their normal distribution 

area. The general belief is that this is an after 

effect of the strong El Niño from last year 

resulting in changes in ocean currents. So 

global ecological changes are probably 

responsible for the fact that we are seeing 

fewer animals and it has nothing to do with 

the 3 whale-watching boats in Walker Bay. 

However, there is increased pressure from 

tourism companies on certain whales 

because of the lower number of animals 

around - a less than ideal scenario. 
 

So the problem is complex; yes, tourism needs 

to be managed and regulated, but the 

community should also keep it in perspective. 
 

Dr Els Vermeulen is the founder of Whalefish, 
a global network of scientists who dedicate 

their time to research and conservation of 

our oceans' wildlife. She is currently doing 

post-doctoral research at the University of 

Pretoria. 
 

Whale Coast Conservation is working with Els 

on a ‘Cetacean Watch’ citizen-science 

project to increase the involvement of the 

public with marine mammal conservation. 

   

MAYOR’S ENVIRONMENTAL AWARD 
 

The annual Mayoral Evening of Excellence 

was a glittering function on 4 October.  
 

Whale Coast Conservation was one of the 

four nominees for the Mayor’s trophy for 

Environmental Excellence. The trophy was 

won by Chris Geldenhuys for his work on 

dune reclamation in Pringle Bay. 
 

Rob Fryer and Sheraine van Wyk were 

honoured for their innovative anti-litter 

campaign and the design and manufacture 

of the cigarette butt bin and the doggy doo 

bag dispenser.  
 

Since the bins were launched, 32 sponsored 

cigarette butt bins and 11 doggy doo bag 

dispensers have been installed.  We received 

much positive response from the public. 

There is patently a need for these innovative 

bins that contribute to making Hermanus the 

Cleanest and Greenest Town. 

 

 
 

Anina Lee received the certificates on behalf 

of the WCC Team from the Mayor’ Ald. 

Rudolf Smit. 
 

However, the news is not all good. The bag 

dispenser bin at Voёlklip Beach was 

‘liberated’ from the securely bolted, locked 

position. This is not acceptable; someone 

sponsored the bin at considerable cost. If 

anyone has information about what 

happened to the bin that was put there for 

the public good, please let us know. 

 

OUR EMAIL ADDRESS HAS CHANGED 
 

For technical reasons we had to change the 

general Whale Coast Conservation email 

address to a Gmail account. The new 

address is wcc.greenhouse@gmail.com. 

Addresses for individual members of staff 

changed some time ago to Gmail, e.g. 

robfryer.wcc@gmail.com, 

sheraine.wcc@gmail.com 

ingrid.wcc@gmail.com  

anina.wcc@gmail.com  
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