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FILM EVENING ON 21 JUNE 
Tuesday 21 June at 17h30 at the Green House 
 

 
 

We received many positive comments after showing 
an episode of the BBC’s brilliant series Nature’s 
Microworlds about the reintroduction of wolves into 
Yellowstone. So we will show another 2 episodes in 
this series on keystone species in the balance of 
natural ecosystems. The episodes “Amazon” and 
“Scottish Highlands” are 30 minutes each so, with a 
short comfort break between episodes and time for 
discussion, we will still finish well before 19h00. 
 

ANOTHER DEVELOPMENT IN FERNKLOOF?  
 

The Hermanus Astronomy Centre has submitted an 
application to the Overstrand Municipality to develop 
an Astronomy Centre on Rotary Way within the 
Fernkloof Nature Reserve.  
 

An astronomy centre would be a wonderful asset for 
Hermanus, but is Fernkloof the appropriate place for 
it?  
   

 
 

Duncan Heard, Chairman of the Fernkloof Advisory 
Board reacted to the proposal as follows: 
 

“If there is going to be development on the nature 
reserve, it must be considered in terms of holistic 
conservation management planning according to the 
legal prescripts. This must be done to avoid ad hoc 
decisions about the management of the reserve (and 
development within it) over time. The use of or 
proposed development in a nature reserve should be 
considered within a policy framework that is equitable 
and has a clear benefit for the operational and/or 
financial management of the reserve. 
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 In this particular case, we have a mountain ridge area 
in FNR that is particularly ecologically sensitive. Public 
use in this area is basically uncontrolled. For effective 
management of the reserve and especially to be able 
to control and monitor public use, the reserve 
requires a dedicated staff component. Before any 
development in the reserve is considered, a clear 
policy is required that takes into account the 
objectives and the management capacity of the 
nature reserve.” 
 

Public comment is invited before Friday 10 June. 
 

OSM SPONSORS HOLIDAY PROGRAMME 
 

The Overstrand Municipality has made R30,000 
available through its Grant-in-Aid programme for 
Whale Coast Conservation to offer holiday 
programmes for underprivileged children over the 
next year. This is a wonderful opportunity for us to 
share the excitement of nature-based activities with 
young people, and we thank the OSM for their 
support.  
 

Children participated enthusiastically in previous 
holiday programmes (also sponsored by the OSM as 
well as the Kogelberg Branch of the SA Botanical 
Society) run by WCC. 
 

TALK ON WHALE RESEARCH  
 

A packed audience gathered on 17 May to hear whale 
expert Prof Ken Findlay reporting on his research on 
whales, especially those around the SA coast.  
 

 
 

“Primarily we do research about whales to build up a 
sound database of information for purposes of 
conserving the species. In South Africa we focus on 
the southern right whale, the humpback whale and 
the blue whale. All this research is carried out in the 
context of current ocean conservation and 
management issues.” 
 

Prof Findlay started his talk by saying that people 
need to have a mindset change if we are to conserve 
our wildlife. This happened in the case of whales in 
the mid-20th century with the ‘Save the Whale’ 
campaign. However, this campaign followed on the 
discovery and exploitation of petroleum oil, which 
replaced the need for whale oil. While the human 
population continues to grow exponentially it is 
increasingly difficult to replace the natural resources 
that are being plundered from land and sea.  
 

A few observations from Prof Findlay’s extensive 
research that may interest our readers: Yes, there 
were fewer Southern Right Whales around our 
coastline last year, but the previous year there were 
an unusually large number. So this may just be natural 
variations. It is thought that the whales may be going 
up the West Coast to feed, so funding is needed to 
expand the annual survey to that area to be sure what 
is happening. What we do know is that this whale 
population is increasing at 7% pa, which is the 
maximum growth possible for an animal that breeds 
only every 3 years. On the other hand, Humpback 
Whales breed every 2 years and their population is 
increasing by 10% pa and has reached what is 
estimated to be the population numbers before 
commercial whaling started.  
 

Prof Findlay also reported new research using acoustic 
monitoring that indicates that there are Blue Whales 
off our coast that we didn’t even know about.  
 

DID WE FIND MUSHROOMS IN MAY? 
 

I just wanted to thank you most sincerely for a really 
wonderful day. It was interesting and informative with an 
eclectic group of keen minded foragers, a treat to enjoy a 
lunch so delicious and of course the weather sublime. I have 
huge admiration for the work you do and I am so privileged 
to profit from your open days and talks. 
 

These are the kind words from one of the participants 
in our Mushrooms in May adventure. And were there 
mushrooms? Not as many as we would have liked as 
May was an unusually dry month, but there were 
enough to make for a really interesting adventure. 
 

 
 

Sheraine van Wyk introduced participants to the do’s 
and don’ts of mushrooming.  
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And illustrated the finer points of mushroom ID. 

 

 
First day mushrooming group 
 

 
Second day group at lunch at Mogg’s 
 

Our thanks to Mogg’s Country Cookhouse for 
providing the venue and serving an outstanding 
mushroom lunch. 
 

SCHOOLS SUSTAINABLE ENERGY EXPO  
 

During May Whale Coast Conservation presented its 
Expo on Sustainable Energy to the Hermanus Private 
School, Hermanus Waldorf and Pringle House. This 
presentation took place at the Green House.  
 

The expo also took the road to Gansbaai where we 
visited three schools. About 120 learners at Gansbaai 
Primêr, 250 learners from Gansbaai Academia and 60 
learners from Laerskool Gansbaai were given practical 
insight into learning achieved in the classroom. The 

theme of the Expo was the high cost of electricity to 
both the environment and the end user. What are the 
alternatives? What other energy sources are available, 
what is their effect on the environment and how do 
they work? How can we save money by saving the 
amount of electricity we use? 
 

 
 

Sheraine van Wyk explained how electricity is 
generated using a model of a turbine. She showed 
how the movement of a copper wire relative to an 
electromagnetic field creates an electric current. 
Turning a turbine connected to a generator is a 
common feature in most methods of electrical 
generation, whether by coal, gas, hydro power or 
wind. Sheraine also emphasised the ‘energy crime’, 
namely the loss of electricity in transmission – as 
much as 75% between the power station on the 
Highveld and the end user in the Western Cape. 
 

 
 

Rob Fryer demonstrated how solar energy can be 
harnessed using a photovoltaic panel, storage 
batteries and an inverter. The photovoltaic panel 
converts light energy (photons) into electrical energy 
(volts), the batteries store the electrical energy and 
the inverter converts the energy stored in the 
batteries from direct current into the alternating 
current needed by the majority of our appliances. 
Depending on the way inverters are installed and set 
up, the system can be stand-alone, or "off grid" or 
provide stand by power in case of mains outages. 
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Christoff Longland demonstrated the relative 
efficiency of different light sources. The 
thermometers in light boxes showed how much 
energy is wasted as heat with conventional 
incandescent lights, compared to compact 
fluorescents and LED lights – the latter converting all 
the available energy to light. Christoff also 
demonstrated the amount of current drawn by 
different lighting options. 
 

 
 

Shirley Mgoboza demonstrated the use of alternative 
energy sources. The parabolic solar cooker was a 
popular exhibit, as was the solar oven. Shirley also 
explained how wind turbines harness the energy of 
the wind to convert it to electricity. Solar heated 
water is also a great energy saver. Even a dark 
container of water placed in the sun during the day 
will provide warm water in the evening. 
 

 

Anina Lee involved the learners in an experiment to 
test the relative efficiency of various cooking 
appliances. Controlling variables such as power 
settings, amount and temperature of water, the 
learners timed how long the water took to boil. They 
also learned about the operation of the induction 
cooker, how a high frequency magnetic field can 
induce a current in the bottom of a steel pot, causing 
it to heat quickly and with very low energy loss, and 
how heat energy causes water to boil and turn to 
steam – the basis on which our power stations 
operate. The learners were able to calculate the cost 
of the electricity needed to boil the water. 
 

The participation of the three Gansbaai schools in the 
Whale Coast Conservation Youth Environment 
Programme (YEP) is generously sponsored by the 
Anglo Vaal Industries (AVI) Community Trust.  
 

CHELSEA GOLD – AGAIN 
 

Congratulations to our Team Fantastic at the Royal 
Chelsea Flower Show on yet another gold medal. It’s 
so richly deserved. We are especially pleased that the 
South African stand was based on the Harold Porter 
Botanical Garden in our own Overstrand. 
 

 
 

Co-designer David Davidson, a most entertaining 
raconteur, will be the guest speaker at Whale Coast 
Conservation on Tuesday 18 October at 17h30 at the 
Green House, when he will tell us how they did it.  
Please diarise the date. 
 

Proudly sponsored by: 
 

G & R RAIMONDO 

CHARITABLE TRUST 
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Compiled and written by Anina Lee 


