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HOW WE WON GOLD AT CHELSEA 
 

Designer David Davidson secured another 

gold for South Africa at Chelsea this year. We 

welcome the delightful David again on 18 

October to tell us how they did it and what 

new trends he observed in the flower industry. 
 

 
 

FIREFLY FOREST 
 

We are going to find the fireflies again, 

repeating the successful adventure of last 

year. There will be two opportunities to 

explore the small afro-montane forest that 

remains in the Fernkloof ‘kloof’ and hear 

interesting facts about fireflies.  

We don’t know whether the December fire 

has affected the fireflies and whether we will 

get to see them, but if they are there we are 

sure they will perform on cue for our 

entertainment and delight. 
 

 
 

WCC AGM AND OCEAN CONSERVATION 
 

Prof John Verster, Vice-Chairman of the WCC 

Board, presented the facts, highlights and 

challenges of the preceding year in the 

absences of Chairman Jamie Hart. He 

confirmed the Board’s commitment to find 

ways for WCC to become less dependent on 

grant funding, which is increasingly difficult to 

access, and to generate more of its own 

revenue. He also praised the smaller staff 

complement for nevertheless expanding their 

activities and influence in the conservation 

education field. 
 

Guest speaker Jean Tresfon is a conservation 

photographer. Conservation photography 

tells a story, whether it be the natural 

behaviour of wildlife or the wild behaviour of 

human lowlife. 
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Jean tells the conservation story through his 

photographs taken on land, underwater or 

from the air. His pictures are not worth just a 

thousand words, but tell a whole story. He 

showed the example of his photograph of 

over a hundred fishing boats fishing in 

protected waters off Cape Point. His research 

confirmed that they were fishing illegally, but 

when he contacted the relevant authorities, 

there was no response.  Publicising the 

images on social media brought some action 

with the result that fishing in the area no 

longer occurs. 
 

He emphasised that everyone can contribute 

to conservation by observation, recording 

what we see and telling the story to the 

public and the appropriate authorities. WCC 

can assist with advice on which authorities to 

contact.  

 

 
 

Jean Tresfon with John Verster, Sheraine van 

Wyk and Anina Lee. Photo by Sarah Taylor. 

 

MORE FYNBOS EXPOS AT SCHOOLS 
 

Our expo on fynbos went to more schools in 

September. Mt Pleasant Primary graciously 

hosted both Hawston Primary and Hermanus 

Waldorf at their school.  
 

 

 
 

Learning about fynbos was excellent 

preparation for these schools’ visit to the 

Flower Festival. 

 

HERMANUS FLOWER FESTIVAL 
 

The annual Hermanus Flower Festival took 

place from 22 to 25 September. The Festival 

was much more than just a display of the 

magnificent floral riches of our area; 

emphasis was placed on information and 

education about fynbos in general and on its 

relationship with fire in particular. 
 

 
Photo: Sandra Swanepoel 

 

Whale Coast Conservation and the Botanical 

Society hosted 130 school children at the 

festival with guided tours, fun activities and 

education about snakes.  
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‘Dr Vic’ explained to the learners from 

Hermanus Waldorf how fire stimulates fynbos 

seed germination. 
 

 
 

WCC’S Denfred Bruintjies introduced learners 

from Mt Pleasant Primary to the frogs of our 

area and their calls. 
 

Our September eco-adventure took us 

through unburned parts of the reserve, then 

through a burnt area to see what amazing 

regeneration has occurred in the 9 months 

since the fire. 

  

 
 

Pat Miller explained the strategy of serotiny 

(keeping seeds in a ‘safe’ until the next fire) in 

some proteas. 
 

Some late developers of the Fernkloof frog 

endemic, Drewes’ Moss Frog, could still be 

heard calling optimistically at the end of the 

mating season. 
 

 

 

TOP SCHOLARS REWARDED 
 

 The top three scholars in each grade at 

Gansbaai Primêr were rewarded for their 

hard work by going on a whale watching trip 

with Ivanhoe Sea Safaris. Surprisingly there 

were several children that had not seen a 

whale before nor been on a boat, despite 

living in Gansbaai all their lives. 

 

 
 

The trip encouraged the children to become 

aware of the importance of both marine 

conservation and excellent academic results.  

 

COASTAL CLEANUP 
 

On top of everything else, September is also 

International Coastal Clean-up month.  
 

 
 

WCC’s anti-litter champion, Antonio da Silva-

Swart, hiked the entire length of the Cape 

Whale Coast, from Gordon’s Bay to Agulhas, 
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identifying litter zones and picking up where 

he can. He is now also spreading the 

awareness through public hikes.  
 

 
 

Antonio and friends were granted access to 

the I&J restricted area where they collected 

a huge amount of litter, mainly plastic. They 

were accompanied by I&J security to give 

them safe passage. 
 

 
 

WCC’s Christoff Longland also led a group of 

volunteers and learners from Gansbaai 

schools in cleaning up the coast at De 

Damme. They had great support from Cape 

Nature who brought an old Samil army truck 

to help with the litter removal – much to the 

delight of the children. Their analysis of the 

litter showed that fishing line and plastic 

bottles were the worst items. 

RETHINK THE BAG – HERMANUS  

 

These cheerful little squares unroll into 

surprisingly large and useful shopping bags. 

They are essential accessories for any 

fashionable handbag or pocket. Show your 

‘green’ credentials by conspicuously fluffing 

these out at the supermarket checkout. 

Rethink the Bag – Hermanus is a not-for-profit 

project started by WCC board member Fiona 

Matthes following an initiative by Two Oceans 

Aquarium in Cape Town. The aim is to reduce 

the number (8 billion) of plastic shopping 

bags sold in South Africa annually (as well as 

other items such as plastic straws and 

bottles). The manufacture of the low-cost, 

reusable shopping bags creates employment 

in Hermanus, so they are friendly both 

environmentally and socially. For your supply 

of bags (costing a mere R20) contact Fiona 

at Fionamatthes@gmail.com 

 

DOGGY DOO BAG WOES 
 

Fido and friend at the beach 

A doggy doo bag within reach 

But when they got there 

The dispenser was bare …. 

Well we can do something 

about that but we need your 

financial support. It costs R550 

per year to keep one dispenser 

serviced and supplied with 

bags. Please help, especially if 

you are Fido’s friend. 

To sponsor the maintenance of a dispenser 

that keeps dispensing, please contact Ingrid 

on 028 316 2527 or Ingrid.wcc@gmail.com. 

 

 

Proudly supported by: 
 

G & R 

RAIMONDO 

CHARITABLE 

TRUST 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Johan and 

Catherine 

Conradie 
 

Compiled and written by Anina Lee 
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