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 TALKING ABOUT WHAT WE EAT ON 19 JULY 

 
Prof George Branch descries the talk as follows: “We 
all love eating seafood, but we seldom stop to think of 
the important roles of these species in their 
ecosystems. We won't be sending you on a 'guilt trip', 
but we do hope you will be fascinated with the 
extraordinary effects that seafood species have on 
their ecosystems, from mussels (indigenous and 
alien), through perlemoen, lobsters, linefish, anchovy 
and sardine to seabirds. For those scared of sex, 
nudity and violence, you can shut your eyes!” 
 

George and Margo Branch are authors of the award-
winning books Living Shores of Southern Africa and 
Two Oceans – a Field Guide to the Marine Life of 
Southern Africa. Margo has also written many books, 
including Exploring Fynbos, First Field Guide to 
Mushrooms and Explore the Seashore. Together they 
have also published over 250 scientific papers on 
marine biology. Their lifetime contributions to marine 

science have been recognized in the form of many 
awards, medals and fellowships. Margo and George 
have a passionate interest in the biology and 
management of the sea life, and natural flair for 
communicating their passions. George has supervised 
many post-graduate students and is an outstanding 
teacher. He has cherished teaching courses on marine 
biology, ecology and evolution for more years than he 
is prepared to admit in writing. At heart, though, 
Margo and George are best described as 'beach bums 
par excellence'. 
 

TWO OCEANS: A Guide to 
the Marine Life of Southern 
Africa, will be available for 
purchase at the talk at a 
special discounted price of 
R240 (instead of R360). 
Every one of us, living by the 
sea as we do, should have a 
copy of this splendid book. 
To take advantage of this 
generous offer by George 
and Margo (who will 

autograph the books for us) please bring the correct 
amount in cash with you.  
 

PLEASE DIARISE TUESDAY 19 JULY AT 17H30 
 

WCC’S REPUTATION GOES BEFORE US 
 

Whale Coast Conservation’s partnership with the 
Anglo Vaal Industries (AVI) Community Development 
Trust, which sponsors our Youth Environment 
Programme activities in three Gansbaai schools, has 
led to WCC becoming involved with addressing a 
perceived litter problem in Laingsburg. 
 

A Laingsburg businessman contacted AVI informing 
them that he believes that there is a litter problem in 
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Laingsburg and, since some of the litter he observed is 
packaging from an AVI company, he asked them to 
finance a programme to address the problem.  The 
AVI Community Development Trust offered WCC a 
small grant to assess the litter situation and to make 
recommendations on how to proceed. 
 

Following an initial meeting with the businessman and 
telephonic discussions with municipal officials, Rob 
Fryer and Sheraine van Wyk made a one-day visit in 
June to the town to hold discussions with senior 
municipal officials.   
 

The purpose was to learn how waste is being 
managed in Laingsburg and to view first-hand the 
litter situation.  Though initially understandably 
suspicious of our motives and the implications, the 
meeting with municipal officials has led to a good 
mutual understanding of the issues and to our 
involvement being welcomed. 
 

 
 

Watch out Cape Whale Coast!  Laingsburg is keen to 
compete for and win the Greenest Town award. 
 

JULY HOLIDAY PROGRAMME 
 

Funding from the Overstrand Municipality has made it 
possible for us to offer holiday programmes for 25 
children from Zwelihle from 12 to 14 July. The holiday 
fun will take place over three mornings and will be 
based at Zwelihle Primary School. 
 

On the first day the children will have fun with food 
gardening and propagating water-wise plants. On the 
second day they will tour the Waste Water Treatment 
Works and will then have the opportunity to learn 
about the many birds that can be spotted at the 
settling ponds. 
 

 
Zwelihle holiday fun education programme 2015 
 

On the last day the children will walk to the Waste 
Transfer Station. On the way they will pick up any 
litter they find. They will gather on the lawns at the 
transfer station to sort the litter, identify the litter 
categories and tally the results. This will give them 
insight into what items are generally discarded 
carelessly instead of being binned or recycled. After 
that they will tour the waste transfer station and the 
recycling plant for a better understanding of the 
importance of living litter-wise. 
 

Any children, aged 9 – 12, are welcome to join at a 
cost of R25 per morning. For more information and to 
book a spot, please call Shirley Mgoboza at 028 316 
2527 or email shirleym.wcc@gmail.com.  
 

DREWES’ MOSS FROG SURVEY IN FERNKLOOF 
 

 
Photo: Trevor Hardaker 
 

In their book A Complete Guide to the Frogs of 
Southern Africa, the authors Louis du Preez and 
Vincent Curruthers describe the status of Drewes’ 
Moss Frog Arthroleptella drewesii as follows: 
 

Conservation status: Data deficient. When a 
conservation assessment was made in 2004 the 
distribution range of this species was uncertain. It is 
still known only from a very limited area. 
 

We aim to put this frog firmly in the picture. With the 
help of funding from the Hermanus Botanical Society,  
Whale Coast Conservation will conduct reliable 
scientific monitoring of the occurrence of Drewes’ 
Moss Frog in the Fernkloof Nature Reserve. A student 
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from Stellenbosch will do the field work under the 
guidance of Sheraine van Wyk. He will do a 
comprehensive survey of Fernkloof using GIS record 
the frog’s mating calls, photograph the habitat fix the 
location by GPS. We will upload the data to FrogMap 
enabling the distribution of the frogs in the reserve to 
be comprehensively mapped.  
 

OUR RANGE OF BUTT BINS 
 

          
 
Public Area Butt Bin R450 ea: Capacity up to 1500 
butts; secured by lock on galvanised bracket. 
 

Golf Buggy / Vehicle Butt Bin R250 ea: Capacity up to 
300 butts; mounted on a stainless steel bracket. 
 

Personal Mini-Butt Bin R35 ea: Capacity Up to 20 
butts; provided with a clip to attach to a belt, hand 
bag or similar. It’s easy to empty using an internal 
plunger device. 
 

We appeal to organisations, businesses and 
individuals to sponsor bins for public places such as 
parking areas and the cliff path. Let’s encourage 
smokers to bin their butts rather than leaving them to 
pollute the soil, waterways and ultimately the sea. 
 

HERMANUS CLIFF PATH NOW HAS A WEBSITE 
 

 

 
The Hermanus Cliff Path is one of the premier tourist 
attractions on the Whale Coast. It now has its own 
impressive website – a must for every potential 
tourist and even those of us who thought they knew 
all about it. A most handy feature is the breakdown of 
distances from point to point to enable us to plan our 
walks more efficiently. Visit the website at:  
www.hermanuscliffpath.co.za 
 

GANSBAAI HOLIDAY ECO-ADVENTURE CAMP 
 

 
 
The winter school holidays started excitingly for 15 
learners, aged 13 to 19, from Gansbaai, Stanford, 
Hermanus, Zwelihle, Hawston and Kleinmond.  Grant-
in-Aid funding from the Overstrand Municipality 
enabled WCC’S Sheraine van Wyk to take these young 
learners on a wonderful 3-day eco-adventure youth 
camp at Fynbos Retreat cottages near Gansbaai.   
 

The weather was cold and wet but that did not 
detract from the beauty of the surroundings and the 
pristine fynbos.  
 

Their first adventure was a hike to a natural fountain - 
in the rain.  The young people were nevertheless 
eager to learn what they could about their 
environment. 
 

 
 

The learners then each chose a relevant nature topic 
and researched it with Christoff Longland’s help. 
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The next morning junior learners from Gansbaai 
joined them and the seniors lead the juniors on the 
hike and shared their knowledge with them.  
 

 
 

Beautiful Odwa talked about proteas.  Everyone else 
also had a turn to guide the younger children and to 
tell them about the interesting facts they had 
themselves learnt.   
 

 
 

The hike led into a spectacular gorge, a pristine river 
and waterfall. 
 

 
 

The nights were super cold but the enthusiastic group 
nevertheless went frogging one evening in the rain 

with Grootbos herpetologist, Juanita Viviers – and 
spent the rest of the night in front of the fire. 
 

 
 

 Mary Rowlinson and Imke Meyer from the White 
Shark Diving Company came to tell the learners about 
their science projects and marine research. 

 

 
 

Sheraine (with daughter Frances) took the group to 
visit the ‘Growing the Future’ farm that supplies 
organic vegetables and herbs, free range chicken eggs, 
pork, honey and bottled water to the Grootbos Lodge. 
 

We thank the Overstrand Municipality, Grootbos, 
White Shark Projects and Wildtours for their generous 
support of the eco-adventure opportunity for these 
special young people.   
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