
1 | P a g e  
 

OCTOBER

 APRIL 2016    NEWSLETTER 5:4    wcc@ocf.org.za    www.whalecoastconservation.org.za   028 316 2527

 

IN THIS ISSUE 

Walker Bay MPA? 
Our April Eco-Adventure on the Hermanus Cliff Path 
In March we Walked for Water 
The perilous future of Great White Sharks 
Hermanus Curro Kids on a Beach Adventure 
Hermanus High on the Beach and in the Bush 
Mags de Villiers does it again 
Thanks to Stanford Bird Club 
 

FROM SCIENCE TO CONSERVATION OUTCOMES 
 

Following on the thought-provoking talk about Great 
Whites by Mike Rutzen, we are doubly delighted to 
have two speakers at our April talk.  Both are 
conducting research that can be used to motivate for 
declaring the whole of Walker Bay as a Marine 
Protected Area (MPA). 
 

Mary Rowlinson, now working as the volunteer and 
research director at White Shark Diving Company is 
our first speaker. Originally from the UK, she has a BSc 
Honours degree in Zoology from Bristol University and 
an MSc in Applied Marine Science from UCT.  Her 
previous work using baited remote underwater videos 
(BRUVs) focused on a comparison between BRUVs 
and controlled angling surveys (CAS). She compared 
the information about fish numbers obtained by the 
two different methods – angling and underwater 
cameras to determine whether underwater cameras 
could produce reliable routine fish surveys that can 
help us to show that Walker Bay merits the status of a 
Marine Protected Area.  She is currently setting up 
and managing a number of research projects focusing 
on various elasmobranch species and the marine 
ecology in Gansbaai. 
 

Meaghen McCord is the Founding Director of the 
South African Shark Conservancy (SASC), a Hermanus-
based NGO committed to the conservation & 
sustainable use of living marine resources.  Meaghen 
has an MSc degree in Fisheries Science from Rhodes 

University & a BSc Honours degree in Marine Biology 
& Oceanography from Dalhousie University 
(Canada).  She is currently working toward her PhD 
while managing 12 ongoing research projects, two 
MSc students & up to 50 interns per year at SASC. 
 

 
  
SASC runs 12 long-term marine ecological research 
projects in the Walker Bay area.  Using a range of 
scientific techniques the SASC team promotes a better 
understanding of the biological & ecological processes 
which define this region.  They have tagged more than 
500 sharks, collected over 60 hours of baited remote 
underwater video footage - identifying more than 30 
species of fish & invertebrates - and conducted more 
than 300 hours of whale monitoring.  But what is the 
next step?  And how do we transform scientific 
objectives into conservation outcomes?  
  
Join us for these talks to find out how we’re trying to 
protect our bay. Donation R20 at the door. 
 

EARTH DAY ECO-ADVENTURE 
 

It is said that the Hermanus Cliff Path offers the best 
land-based whale watching in the world. This is true, 
but how many other creatures can also be seen from 
and on the cliff path? Our April Eco-Adventure will 
celebrate Earth Day by trying to spot some of the 
more elusive animals that come out after dark when 
humans and dogs have left. 
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This charming photo of a baby Cape Clawless Otter by 
Jean Tresfon gives a clue.  
 

 
 

Unfortunately the animals don’t come when we 
whistle, so there is no guarantee that we will spot 
anything except perhaps what they have left behind. 
But we can guarantee that you will have a good time 
and gain some insight into our cliff path creatures. 
  
Friday 22 April, 18h00 – 19h30. Numbers are limited 
so please book early: Adults R100, children R50. Email 
anina.wcc@gmail.com or 083 242 3295 
 

Incidentally, Jean Tresfon will be the guest speaker at 
the WCC AGM in September when he will share with 
us some of his brilliant photography and conservation 
insights. 
 

IN MARCH WE WALKED FOR WATER 
 

We celebrated Human Rights Day by walking for 
water, raising awareness that many people around 
the world have no access to clean water. We also 
remembered how privileged we are to live in the 
Overstrand where we have top quality water. 
 

 
 

We had the perfect setting on the cliff overlooking 
Walker Bay. Learners studying Marine Science and 
teachers from Gansbaai Academia, as did enthusiastic 
Grade 4 learners from Hawston Primary. 
 

 

Dr Robin Lee of the Hermanus History Society set the 
scene with a fascinating history of water supply in 
Hermanus – against a superb backdrop. He related 
how one visitor to Hermanus described taking a bath 
in the tannin-stained brown water as “bathing in 
sherry”. 

 
 

WCC Board member Dr Pat Miller and Patrick 
Chapman led the walk. 
 

Along the way the children were fascinated to hear 
about the “wasbakkies” that were built below the 
cliffs. A stream of clear water flowed here which was 
used to wash the white linen from the sanatorium and 
hotels.  
 

The story of Mr Fick and the pool he built for the 
children from the High School to have a place to swim 
in the town, was appreciated by the audience, 
especially those who had swum there. 
 

 
 

A high note was entertainment provided by the 
Gansbaai Academia Marimba Band.  
 

Whale Coast Conservation would like to thank White 
Shark Projects for transporting the learners from 
Gansbaai, Eastcliff Spar who donated their supper, 
and the Windsor Hotel for their generous support. 
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A PERILOUS FUTURE FOR OUR WHITE SHARKS 
 

 
 
Our guest speaker on 29 March was Michael 
‘Sharkman’ Rutzen, the 2015 winner of the Mayor’s 
Environmental Award for his pioneering work in Great 
White Shark conservation. 
 

Mike is perhaps most famous for the fact that he 
swims with Great Whites, without the protection of a 
cage, relying on body language to communicate with 
these magnificent creatures. He acts as field guide for 
film makers, photographers and researchers, all of 
which helps to publicise the truth about these sharks.  
 

However, the most valuable contribution Mike is 
making is his expert field work in support of scientific 
research by Dr Sara Andreotti and others at 
Stellenbosch University on the demographics of Great 
Whites. He and Andreotti spent four years collecting, 
photographing and sampling shark genetic data in the 
most extensive field research project ever conducted 
on White Shark DNA around the South African 
coastline.  The study shows that their long term 
survival is in jeopardy with an extremely low genetic 
diversity; 89% of our White Sharks having a common 
lineage, and all descended from only 4 female lines.  

It paints a very worrying picture. A viable population 
needs at least 500 individuals. The study shows the 
South African population consists of 426 individuals. 
They are still being killed by KZN shark nets on their 
migrations and by unscrupulous fishermen who barter 
their jaws. Great Whites from other parts of the world 
do not migrate to our shores.  
 

During the summer shark season there were only 7 
individuals around Gansbaai’s shark alley (compared 
to over 40 a few years ago), and in February there 
were none. The economic implications for the 
industry and for the Overstrand in general are serious. 
 

His pioneering work on the SharkSafe barrier, which 
resembles kelp with an electromagnetic field, gives a 
glimmer of hope for the future. 

WE TOOK CURRO ON A BEACH ADVENTURE 
 

Forty five enthusiastic Grade 2 learners from 
Hermanus Curro joined WCC’s Anina Lee, Pat Miller 
and Shirley Mgoboza on Grotto Beach for a seaside 
adventure.  
 

 
 
The lessons on the beach dealt with the feeding habits 
of some animals like plough shells, mussels and 
limpets, as well as survival adaptations to their inter-
tidal habitat. 
 

WE HELD A CAMP FOR HERMANUS HIGH 
 

A highlight for grade 10 Life Science learners from 
Hermanus High is undoubtedly their three day Ecology 
camp under the guidance of WCC staff.  The group 
studied many different aspects of ecology. 
 

 
 

Beach ecology included nocturnal crustaceans such as 
sand-hoppers and sea lice. They also explored the 
feeding habits of plough shells and white mussels. 
 

 
 

In the Milkwood forest they learnt about its history 
and the negative impact people have on the forest.  
Shirley Mgoboza (above) encouraged them to think of 
innovative ways to best care for this ancient forest.  
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At Wortelgat Anina Lee introduced them to the main 
families of plants making up fynbos, and their 
importance to our ecosystems.  
 

 
 

Students studied physical adaptations of fynbos to 
harsh conditions as well as flower parts under  
microscopes. 
 

 
 

Sheraine van Wyk explained how alien trees become 
invasive and how we can best deal with this major 
threat to fynbos. 

 

The camp ended with Sheraine’s presentation of 

the shark egg case project. 

 

LOCAL ARTIST WINS GOLD AGAIN 
 
Local botanical artist, Margaret de Villiers, has once 
again made headlines with her outstanding entry at 
the recent Royal Horticultural Show in London, where 
her panel of endangered local Ericas won a Gold 
Medal.   
 

Each picture is beautifully composed and shows the 
detailed dissections of the flowers done by WCC 
Board Member Dr Pat Miller who uses her botanical 
skills and a microscope to produce the 
photomicrographs that Margaret then paints. 
 

 
Erica Banksii 

 
Source: Hermanus Botanical Society HERBS 
 

 
STANFORD BIRD CLUB SPONSORS SCHOOLS 
 

Thanks to sponsorship received from the Stanford Bird 
Club, Okkie Smuts Laerskool and Die Bron Laerskool 
have registered as full participants in WCC’s Youth 
Environment Programme. We thank the club for 
enabling us to offer quality environmental education 
to these outstanding young people who will become 
the future custodians of our precious wild resources. 
 
 

Please help us to care for our environment by 
becoming a Green Gem Investor. 
 
 

G & R RAIMONDO 

CHARITABLE TRUST 
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Compiled and written by Anina Lee 
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