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BOOK NOW FOR MOONLIGHT AND MUSSELS 
 

 
 

On Monday 22 February the sun will set and the full 
moon will rise over Grotto Beach at about the same 
time.  What a splendid opportunity to do a bit of 
beach combing.  Add to that the fact that the tide will 
be going out and you have the perfect scenario for the 
next Whale Coast Conservation Eco-Adventure. What 
creatures appear on the beach after dark? What can 
we see scuttling away by the light of our torches? 
What do small creatures do when the tide goes out? 
And comes in? And for that matter what makes the 
tides go in and out?  
 

Depending on demand, we will repeat the experience 
on Tuesday 23 February. 

 
MOONLIGHT AND MUSSELS ECO-ADVENTURE 
GROTTO BEACH, HERMANUS 
MONDAY 22 FEBRUARY AND TUESDAY 23 FEBRUARY 
17H30 – 21H00 
ADULTS R100, CHILDREN U12 R50 
BOOKING ESSENTIAL: ANINA LEE 083 242 3295 OR 
anina.wcc@gmail.com 
YOUR GUIDES: SHERAINE VAN WYK, ANINA LEE AND 
DR PIERRE HUGO  
 

FEBRUARY VIDEO EVENING  
 

The WCC monthly talks for 2016 will commence with a 
video evening. If you have not seen the excellent BBC 
TV series “Nature’s Microworlds” you are in for a rare 
treat. The series deals with the fascinating topic of 
how the plants and animals in ecosystems are inter-
connected and how removing just one species from a 
system can have a cascade effect on the whole 
system.  We have chosen to show you a 30 minute 
programme about the reintroduction of wolves in 
Yellowstone National Park.  
 

This will be followed by a short TED lecture by George 
Monbiot. “Wolves were once native to the US' 
Yellowstone National Park — until hunting wiped 
them out. But when, in 1995, the wolves began to 
come back (thanks to an aggressive management 
program), something interesting happened: the rest 
of the park began to find a new, more healthy 
balance. In a bold thought experiment, George 
Monbiot imagines a wilder world in which humans 
work to restore the complex, lost natural food chains 
that once surrounded us.” 
 
DATE: TUESDAY 16 FEBRUARY 
TIME: 17H30 
PLACE: THE GREEN HOUSE 
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THE WCC CIGARETTE BUTT BIN 
 

The bins, designed and made by WCC were launched 
at the beginning of the year.  
 

Three cigarette butt bins at the Hermanus Country 
Market have been universally welcomed.  
 

 
 
Liza van Coppenhagen proudly displays one of the 
bins.  
 

Please sponsor a bin in a public space – on the Cliff 
Path, at a beach or at your favourite lookout spot. The 
cost is R450 and bins are available form 
wcc@ocf.org.za or 028 316 2527. 
 

 
 

FYNBOS AND FIRE ECO-ADVENTURE 
 

It has been a season of fire along the Whale Coast. On 
20 December a fire swept through Fernkloof Nature 
Reserve. From a biodiversity point of view the fire was 
desperately needed. In fact, it was a pity that a large 
section of senescent mountain fynbos did not also 
burn. 
 

However, it presented WCC with the perfect 
opportunity for an eco-adventure to discover the 
relationship between fynbos and fire. We also learnt 
how fire is managed, what it costs and who pays for it.  

  

 
 

A fundraiser for the Hermanus Botanical Society was 
held on Sunday 24 January. The money raised will be 
used to repair infrastructure in the Reserve that was 
damaged by the fire and to start a vegetation 
rehabilitation project at the waterfall. 
 

The following evening was the normal monthly WCC 
eco-adventure. 
 

 
 

The edutainment started at dusk with a talk by Pat 
Miller on fynbos adaptation to fire – indeed so perfect 
is the adaptation that fynbos needs fire to renew and 
thrive. She also talked about the amazing chemical 
properties of smoke in triggering or inhibiting 
germination. 
 

 
 
A walk along the lower contour allowed Pat to 
illustrate serotiny - how some plants, including 
proteas protect their seeds in a ‘safe” until a fire 
causes their release into receptive soil, newly 
fertilised by the ash of the fire.  
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Anina Lee introduced the adventurers to the basics of 
the Restionaceae and a few simple rules for their 
identification. On the walk guests could take a closer 
look at some restios and the need for fire in 20-year 
old fynbos. 
 

As darkness fell, a magic show of lights by Denfred 
Bruintjies greeted us at the waterfall. 
 

 
 

Giorgio Lombardi, Warden of Vogelgat Private Nature 
Reserve, ended the evening on a high note by putting 
the management of fire in perspective - balancing the 
needs of the environment and humans and the real 
cost of doing so.   
 

We thank everyone who supported this eco-
adventure initiative and made it a success. 
 

Photographic contributions by Dalene Worrall and Ronnie 
Hazel. 

 

YOUR COMMENT ON THE FINAL SCOPING 
REPORT ON THE HERMANUS BYPASS IS CRUCIAL 
 

WCC has prepared a detailed document commenting 
on the Final Scoping Report for the Environmental 
Impact Assessment on the proposed Hermanus 
Bypass. This Report can be downloaded from the WCC 
website and will also be circulated to our mailing list.  
 

The Bypass will have serious implications for the 
Fernkloof Nature Reserve as well as setting a 

precedent for intrusion into other nature reserves in 
future. It is imperative that all the relevant impact 
studies are performed to properly assess 
professionally the environmental impact of the road. 
The Scoping Report determines what studies are 
commissioned. Your individual comments are 
therefore extremely important, even if you simply 
endorse an existing comment. Every comment counts. 
 

A copy of the full submission by Whale Coast 
Conservation will be sent to you in a separate email. A 
pro forma letter will also be attached to the email that 
you can simply fill in and send as attachment to the 
consultants as indicated. Also attach your comments 
(or WCC comments, if you agree with them) to your 
email. 
 

In summary the WCC submission concludes with the 
following recommendations: 
 

WCC submits that the scoping report requires review 
before the EIA impact assessment process can 
continue.  The process is not credible with the scoping 
report in its current form. 
 
Statements made by roads engineers about the 
inappropriateness of Provincial Spatial Development 
Framework (PSDF) and Western Cape State of the 
Environment Report (WCSoER) policies and strategies 
for the Hermanus situation require investigation by 
spatial planning specialists and comment from 
DEA&DP.  The dismissive stance of roads engineers is 
not accepted as authoritative and a truly independent 
review should be conducted of the C&R schedule to 
identify all issues that merit proper investigation by 
specialists. 
 

The Scoping Report needs to clearly define the issues 
that specialist studies are required to address and give 
the Terms of Reference for each study. 
 

The Scoping Report does not address the most serious 
concerns expressed by well-qualified individual and 
organisational I&APs that have made comment.  
Verifiably independent specialist studies need to be 
added to address at least the following: 
 

 The need for the bypass road, with reference to 
the concept that the interests of Hermanus and 
the Overstrand would be better served by 
Hermanus being viewed as the business centre of 
the Overstrand without a provincial road running 
right through it. 

 The insistence by EFG and iCE engineers that no 
alternatives exist that do not require 
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encroachment into, and de-proclamation of 
portions of, Fernkloof Nature Reserve. 

 The real value of the land proposed to be 
expropriated from Fernkloof Nature Reserve that 
is the irreplaceable habitat of endangered and 
threatened botanical species and how the 
community will be compensated for that in the 
event that expropriation is decided. 

 

 
 

The two proposed routes through Fernkloof Nature 
Reserve. 
 

CLIFF PATH MANAGEMENT GROUP REPORT 
 

 
 
David Beattie, Chairman of the Cliff Path Management 
Group, recently released the Group’s 14th Annual 
Report.  
 

“This month we enter the 15th, year of the Cliff Path 
Management Group’s operations in Hermanus and we 
look forward to celebrating our ‘Crystal’ (15th) 
anniversary a year hence. 
 

As anticipated in last year’s annual report the 2015/16 
year proved to be an active and exciting one; one in 
which the CPMG again received enormous support 
and cooperation from the Executive Mayor and 
members of the Overstrand Council, the Municipality, 
the Fernkloof Advisory Board, the Overstrand 

Municipality’s Environmental Management team and 
the Ward 3 committee. We have also benefitted from 
continued close cooperation with Whale Coast 
Conservation (WCC), the Hermanus Botanical Society 
(Botsoc), Hermanus Ratepayers’ Association (HRA), 
Hermanus Public Protection (HPP), the Hermanus 
History Society (HSS) and the Hermanus Tourism 
office, each one helping to make it possible to meet 
our goals and to fulfill our role as custodians of the 
coastal cliff path section of the Fernkloof Nature 
Reserve and Hoy’s Koppie.” 
 

 
 

The Report details impressive achievements during 
the year. A copy is available on request. 
 

PLEASE HELP TO FUND A PROJECT 
 

A modest R1000 will sponsor one of the WCC eco-
adventures for a group of 20 learners from a less 
privileged school.  
 

Your contribution towards the cost of an adventure 
can make a meaningful difference to the lives of 20 
children and help to develop the next generation that 
will be tasked with caring for our environment.   
 
If children lose contact with nature they won't fight for 
it – George Monbiot. 
 

Please help us to care for our environment by 
becoming a Green Gem Investor. 
 

 

G&R 

RAIMONDO 

CHARITABLE 

TRUST    

 
 

 

Johan and 

Catherine 

Conradie 

 
Compiled and written by Anina Lee 


