
1 | P a g e  
 

 JANUARY 2016    NEWSLETTER 5:1    wcc@ocf.org.za    www.whalecoastconservation.org.za   028 316 2527
 

IN THIS ISSUE 
The Year Ahead 
WCC Cigarette Butt Bin introduced 
We find more Fairies in the Forest 
We Meander round Hoy’s Koppie in the Moonlight  
January Eco-Adventure in Fernkloof 
The children have fun too 
We say goodbye to Shirley Volkwyn 
Funding for our Projects 
 
THE YEAR AHEAD 
 
All of us at WCC would like to extend our best wishes 
for the coming year to all our friends and supporters 
and thank you for your support over the past year. 
  

 
 
While we are concerned about many things in our 
lives, like the economy, politics, climate change, 
drought, etc. we need to concentrate on the things 
we can change in our environment.  We can continue 
to raise awareness of the ways in which humans 
depend on nature and what we can do to avoid 
destroying it. We can continue to make young people 
aware of the wonders and beauty of nature and in the 
process change mind-sets and lives.  It is not so much 
what we can do for nature, but what nature does for 
us. 
 
Our 3 years of Lotto funding for this work has now 
come to an end, and we have submitted the final 
report. A huge vote of thanks goes to Rob Fryer and 

Ingrid du Plessis for their mammoth task of putting 
together the report and the huge file of supporting 
documentation.  
 
We trust that our applications for further funding will 
be successful. 
 
This year we plan to continue our exciting Youth 
Environment Programme in schools, our monthly talks 
at the Green House, citizen-science projects and our 
very successful eco-adventures. We will also continue 
with installation of power backup systems. 
 
One of the topics close to our hearts is the promotion 
of a litter-free society in the Overstrand. It is within 
the power of every individual to reduce waste and to 
make war on litter.  Collectively we can stop trashing 
our environment, both on land and in the sea. To 
follow the trend: #littermustfall. 
 
THE WCC CIGARETTE BUTT BIN 
 
Hard data from a pilot project run by WCC’s Sheraine 
van Wyk allows us to estimate that 28.5 million 
cigarette butts (equivalent to 14,3 tonnes) are 
discarded annually in the Hermanus CBD (an area of 
0,25 km²). 
 
The filters are made of cellulose acetate, a kind of 
plastic, that’s very slow to degrade and they are 
designed to absorb toxins, carcinogenic additives and 
particulates from smoke. They are toxic waste. 
 
Where do all the butts go?  And the toxins? 
 
It all lands up in our water systems and the sea. The 
butts gradually add to the ‘soup’ of micro-plastics that 
our oceans have become. The toxins are absorbed or 
eaten by aquatic creatures and eventually end up in 
your food. 
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WCC has designed an attractive, durable, lockable 
butt bin to go in areas where butts tend to 
accumulate. Business owners can put them outside 
their premises or at the entrance to public buildings.  
 
The first three bins will be installed at the Overstrand 
municipal building. We hope that all our 
environmentally conscious businesses will consider 
providing these bins outside their premises. WCC also 
appeals for sponsors for bins that can be erected in 
public spaces such as parking lots and next to view-
site benches on the cliff path. 
 

 
 
Sheraine van Wyk (right) presented the first bin to 
Executive Mayor, Nicolette Botha-Guthrie. The Whale 
Coast Conservation-designed butt bin is an attractive 
and convenient reminder to bin those butts. The bins 
are locally manufactured and thus provide 
employment. You can sponsor a bin at a cost of R450 
per bin. 
 
MORE FAIRIES IN THE FOREST 
 
At the beginning of December we repeated our 
successful November eco-adventure. We went to look 
for more fairies in the forest and learned about 
milkwoods at the same time. The event proved so 
popular that we organised three separate groups to 
accommodate everyone who wanted to participate. It 
was such fun for everyone. We are also most grateful 
to Dutchies Restaurant who invited all participants for 
a cocktail in their pop-up beach lounge after the 
event. 
 

 
 
MOONLIGHT MEANDER 
 
Our second adventure in December was the 
moonlight meander on Hoy’s Koppie. The season was 
festive and the moon was full. No better time to 
meander round the iconic Hoy’s Koppie by the light of 
the moon and lanterns. As is the case with all the WCC 
eco-experiences, it provided both information and 
entertainment.  
 

 
 

As the moon rose over the Koppie, 
 

 

Dr Robin Lee engaged the crowd or 160 with a lively 
summary of the history of the Koppie. 
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After circling the Koppie everyone gathered up the 
stone steps for a singalong, beautifully led by Lara and 
Nica van Vuren (below). 
 

 
 
Rob Fryer, assisted by Denfred Bruintjies, expertly 
rigged the power backup for the lights and sound. 
 
David Beattie was our fire marshal for the meander 
and gave us the following feedback: 
 
“I thought the evening was a great success and lots of 
fun. Robin’s (Lee) excellent talk on the history of the 
koppie was delivered in his own inimitable way and 
started proceedings on a high note. The girls (Lara and 
Nica van Vuuren) and Rob led us beautifully (in song) 
and the overall effect was spectacular. Well done! 
  
At the end as I was crossing the road to get to my car 
a woman came rushing up to me from the house 
opposite the car park. She said she was reading in her 
lounge when she heard the singing, went outside to 
investigate and saw the spectacular display of torch 
lights going up the koppie. She asked who’d arranged 
it and when I told her it was WCC she asked me to 
convey her thanks to you for “making it such a special 
evening for her”. She was so impressed and I thought I 
detected a small tear in her eye as she hugged me!” 
 

Di Marais, BotSoc Chairperson, wrote: “A most 
successful event. Well done and thanks to all. Ian and I 
so enjoyed the outing as did our 6 visitors from Hong 
Kong. I can see the Meander firmly on the Hermanus 
Christmas calendar in future. It must have been a 
wonderful sight from Rotary Way.” 
 
We certainly plan to make it an annual event with 
even more lights and singing.  
 
ANOTHER ECO-ADVENTURE: FYNBOS, FIRE AND 
THOSE RUDDY RESTIOS 
 
The fire that started before Christmas in the Fernkloof 
Nature Reserve provides us with the ideal opportunity 
to take a short hike and explore why fire is essential in 
fynbos.  
 
We will also look at those definitive plants of the 
fynbos - the Restionaceae or Cape reeds - along the 
way (in an unburnt area). Finally, we will see what 
happened to the main habitat in Fernkloof of the 
endemic Drewes’ Moss Frog.  
 
There will be two opportunities to participate in this 
eco-adventure. The first is a fundraiser on Sunday 24 
January when it will be full moon (rising at 20h00). 
Proceeds will go to the Hermanus Botanical Society to 
repair infrastructure that was damaged in the fire. The 
walk will end with champagne sundowners at the 
waterfall. The numbers for this walk-and-talk are 
limited to 10 and the donation is R500 pp. Your guides 
will be Dr Pat Miller and Dr Anina Lee. 
 
The adventure will be repeated on Monday 25 
January when the usual eco-adventure rates apply – 
R100 per adult and R50 for children. There will be no 
champagne on this occasion, but participants may 
bring their own refreshments. The maximum number 
for this walk is 15. 
 

 
 
In the photo above Protea seeds can be seen 
accumulated in the ash waiting for the rain to fall. 
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Both walks will start at the Fernkloof visitors’ centre at 
18h30 and will end at about 20h00. The sun will have 
set by the time we return, so please bring a light.  
 
Please book your place on either walk by emailing 
Anina anina.wcc@gmail.com or calling 083 242 3295. 
 
HOLIDAY FUN FOR CHILDREN 
 
In December WCC held two very successful days of 
holiday fun on Grotto Beach for children aged 5 to 10. 
They learned about beach ecology, forest facts and 
wetland wonders.  
 

 
 
There will be another 2 days of holiday activities from 
09h00 to 11h00 on 6 and 7 January. The cost is R25 
per child per session. Please book in advance on 
028 316 2527. 
 
WE SAY GOODBYE TO SHIRLEY VOLKWYN 
 
Environmental education for young people is very 
close to our hearts. Our work in schools, especially the 
annual “Expo Roadshows” have been highlights of the 
year. Shirley Volkwyn, WCC Schools Coordinator, has 
played a pivotal role in these activities.  
 

 
 
Shirley also achieved much as WCC’s community 
development manager, organising the Green Zwelihle 
programme and the annual gardening competition in 
Zwelihle, Mount Pleasant and Hawston, as well as 
Arbor Week activities in schools and communities. 
 
For this reason it was with great sadness that we 
learnt that Shirley is leaving us to pursue personal 

growth opportunities. She is a born teacher and a 
caring human being and we will greatly miss her. 
 
PLEASE HELP TO FUND A PROJECT 
 
WCC’s greatest single impact on young minds is the 
annual schools “Expo Roadshows” in which we take 
exhibits on a chosen theme to 8 locations serving 24 
schools around the Overstrand. Themes include 
Biodiversity, Energy, Water (and other resources) and 
Waste Management (including anti-litter education). 
 
Each Expo requires packing up and transporting 8 or 9 
exhibits to different venues from Kleinmond to 
Gansbaai. Each exhibit has a staff member or 
volunteer to engage with the learners on a rotation 
basis – each group of 12 learners spending 10 minutes 
at each exhibit. At some venues we have had as many 
as 800 learners in a day visiting the exhibits that are 
designed to illustrate a “book topic” by engaging them 
in examples of real-life situations.  
 

 
 
Even Stripes the Eco-Cat could understand the 
difference between potential energy and kinetic 
energy when Bungee bear explained to him what 
happens when he bungee-jumps. 
 
Each contribution of R5,000 will enable us to take 
the Expo to one venue this year. 
 
Please help us to care for our environment by 
becoming a Green Gem Investor. 
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