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WCC AGM 15 SEPTEMBER 2015 
 

Whale Coast Conservation’s 14th Annual General 
Meeting was held on 15 September at the Green 
House. The Chairman, Jamie Hart, announced that 
WCC had had a successful year and enhanced its 
reputation in many communities. The final year of the 
three year funding from the National Lotteries 
Commission is in hand, citizen science programmes 
are being developed and a better presence in 
disadvantaged areas achieved. 
 

Staff have managed to gain additional qualifications 
despite the heavy workload, notably Sheraine van 
Wyk who has been awarded an M.Sc. in 
environmental education by Rhodes University. 
 

However, the year has also brought the realisation 
that WCC needs to earn more income, with the target 
of becoming self-sufficient as regards its operating 
expenditure. Towards this goal, two new sub-
committees have been established: the Chairman’s 
Committee chaired by the Chairman to work with the 
staff to formulate policy and strategy; and the 
Remuneration Committee to deal with personnel 
issues and work towards market-related 
remuneration for staff.  
The Board has agreed the following guidelines for 
2015 and beyond: 
 

 WCC must limit its activities and its fixed cost base 
to a level within its financial means 

 Funding for WCC’s operational costs must come 
from members and from services that WCC can 
offer and people are prepared to pay for 

 A Greenhouse Activity Programme will be 
instituted to use the facility to generate income 

 Sponsorships will be sought to cover the full cost 
of the Youth Environment Programme 

 WCC must develop additional sources of revenue 
to add to the four already in hand 

 WCC must apply for funding to develop 
organisational and staff capacity. Three potential 
funding sources have been identified in this 
regard. 

 WCC must continue to apply for project funding, 
notably a second grant from the National 
Lotteries Commission. 

 

Thanks is due to all who have helped WCC over the 
past year, especially the National Lotteries 
Commission and the Raimondo family. 
 

 
 

Management Board members elected for the next 
year are (left to right): Jamie Hart (Chairman), Rodney 
Anderson, Richard Tate, Prof John Verster and John 
Cowan. Not shown are Dr Pat Miller, Julius Swart, 
Mary Faure, Fiona Matthes, Roy Moulton (Treasurer) 
and Fikiswa Gxamesi. 
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WHAT MAKES A GOOD CAMPAIGN? 
 

 
Hayley McLellan, Environmental Campaign Manager 
for the Two Oceans Aquarium spoke about the serious 
impact of plastic waste on marine and other wildlife.  
 

Her six campaigns are mainly aimed at encouraging us 
to say ‘no’ to plastic bags, drinking straws, balloons 
and bottled water. The sixth campaign is one that 
WCC has also initiated in Hermanus – the responsible 
disposal of cigarette butts.  
  
Successfully addressing the overwhelming topic of 
environmental litter requires careful strategies – 
mostly involving personal contact with the target 
audience, education about the problem and constant 
affirmation of any positive actions taken by individuals 
or communities. Children, especially, should not be 
overwhelmed by the world’s problems, but be 
encouraged to ‘do one thing’ within their power. 
 

WCC DOES ARBOR WEEK IN THE OVERSTRAND 
 

ARBOR DAY CELERATED IN GANSBAAI AND 
STANFORD 
 

Whale Coast Conservation celebrated the first of its 
Arbor Week tree planting events in Gansbaai.   

  
Councillor for Gansbaai, Riana de Coning (fourth from 
left) came to support the Gansbaai schools in the 
greening of their school grounds.  Trees were donated 
by the Department of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries. The Overberg branch of AfriForum and 
Overberg Agri sponsored the compost and bone meal. 
 

 

 
 
Shirley Volkwyn was at Die Bron Laerskool where the 
importance of trees was emphasised. AfriForum 
Overberg supported WCC with tree planting at Okkie 
Smuts Laerskool.  
 
GREEN ZWELIHLE 
 

The Tambo Youth Café in Zwelihle provided a perfect 
venue for planting trees in celebration of Arbor Week 
and the WCC ‘Green Zwelihle’ project that encourages 
gardening in Zwelihle, as well as in Mt Pleasant and 
Hawston. 
 

 
 

Rodney Anderson (Board Member) and Rob Fryer 
(General Manager) admire the WCC ‘Green Zwelihle’ 
sign at the Youth Café. 
 

 
 

William Ntebe (middle), co-founder of the Youth Café, 
spoke passionately about his ideals for the Café and 
the youth it serves. It is the only gathering place for 
youth in Zwelihle where no alcohol is served. Listening 
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are Shirley Volkwyn, Daleen Fouche (Hermanus Times) 
and Sheraine van Wyk.  
 

Whale Coast Conservation thanks Overstrand 
Municipality, the Department of Agriculture, Forests 
and Fisheries, AfriForum Overberg and the Youth Café 
for their support. Support also came from Overstrand 
Councillors and Hermanus Tourism. 
 

WCC DOES ICC 
 

Whale Coast Conservation and friends joined the 
world’s largest volunteer effort for our ocean by 
participating in the International Coastal Cleanup 
(ICC).  
 

Three schools in Gansbaai (Primêr, Laerskool and 
Academia) cleaned their school grounds while the two 
schools in Stanford (Okkie Smuts and Die Bron) 
cleaned the Willem Appel Dam surrounds with WCC 
staff, community volunteers and municipal staff. 
 

 
 

In Hermanus the focus was on the CBD waterfront.  
Five teams of 5 volunteers from Waldorf School, 
Overstrand Municipality, Windsor Hotel, Hermanus 
Tourism, community members and WCC staff 
collected litter for 45 minutes in 5 different locations. 
The litter was then brought to a common area, sorted, 
counted and recorded.  
 

 
 

Even the Hermanus Whale Crier pitched in to help. 
And what did we collect in 45 minutes?  
Total weight of trash: 17.5 kg 
Cigarette Butts collected: 3 494 

It is concerning that this amount of litter, especially 
cigarette butts, was found in an area that is regularly 
cleaned by the municipal cleaners. How serious are 
we about our littering habits and our “Greenest 
Town” status? 
 

FABULOUS FROGGING IN FERNKLOOF 
 

A group of enthusiastic froggers joined Sheraine van 
Wyk, local frog fundi, to search for the rare and highly 
endangered Fernkloof endemic, Drewes’ Moss Frog. It 
only occurs in three small patches of special habitat in 
the Kleinrivier Mountains. And guess what? We found 
it. Not only did we hear at least a dozen male frogs 
calling, but Sheraine caught one for all the privileged 
froggers to have a good look and take photos before 
releasing it. How special is that! 
 

 
 

WCC AT THE HERMANUS FLOWER FESTIVAL  
 

The Heritage Day long weekend was the perfect time 
for the Flower Festival. The fynbos was spectacular 
and the theme of fynbos creatures was a definite hit.  
The Whale Coast Conservation marquee extended the 
theme to include coastal creatures. We took a holistic 
approach to conservation by highlighting the Cape 
Whale Coast Hope Spot.  
 

 
 

Many visitors were interested in the Hope Spot 
concept, which focuses attention on marine and 
coastal areas that have a high level of biodiversity and 
are worth conserving. Conservation of these spots 
also benefits people, directly through utilisation of 
resources and indirectly through tourism. Visitors 
enjoyed Sandiso Magaqa’s exhibit of the Cape Whale 
Coast Hope Spot – one of six in South Africa. 
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A critical component of conservation is education, 
especially of young people who are receptive to new 
ideas and lifestyle habits. 
 

 
 

Anina Lee was spotted in front of the spectacular 
mural promoting WCC’s Youth Environment 
Programme that took pride of place in the marquee. 
 

 
 

Citizen science projects featured prominently. These 
projects encourage people to become involved in the 
environment – which leads to caring for it – and also 
provide useful scientific data. Denfred Bruintjies and 
John Cowan took visitors virtual frogging.  
 

WCC AT THE WHALE FESTIVAL 2-4 OCTOBER 
 

Whales and the ‘Eco-Marine’ tent at the Whale 
Festival will feature prominently this year. The WCC 
exhibit will highlight the important role of citizen 
science in giving people a sense of ownership of the 
environment which leads to caring for it. In line with 
the marine theme, Sheraine van Wyk will encourage 
visitors to hunt for shark egg cases on the beach and 
become citizen scientists. This project is a fabulous all-
weather beach activity for the entire family. 
 

For those members who have traditionally avoided 
the Whale Festival, please make a point of coming this 
year. The environment now takes centre stage on the 
lawn in front of Village Square. 

‘WATER, AND OUR LOVE-HATE RELATIONSHIP 
WITH BACTERIA’ 
 

Please join us on Tuesday 20 October at 17h30 at the 
Green House for this fascinating talk by Prof. Gideon 
Wolfaardt, Chair of Stellenbosch University's Water 
Institute. He is a recognised expert in the biological 
and engineering aspects of water research. 
 

 
 

For most of us, bacteria and other microorganisms 
invoke a survival response and thoughts of antibiotics, 
disinfection or other form of defence. In reality, 
microbes are often our indispensable allies providing 
clean air, water, soil, and energy… AND our own 
bodies cannot function without them.  
 

It is therefore an irony that in times of tremendous 
pressure on the ecosystem and frequent reports of 
the extinction of plant and animal species, we are only 
beginning to grasp the remarkable diversity amongst 
microorganisms and how they impact our lives. Water 
management is a good example of the need to 
transcend disciplinary boundaries to explore the good, 
bad and beautiful of the microbial world. 
 

 THANKS TO OUR GREEN DIAMOND AND GREEN 
EMERALD INVESTORS IN THE ENVIRONMENT 
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Compiled by Anina Lee and made 
possible by the National Lotteries 
Commission.  


