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LINDY WARREN RIP 
 

 
Lindy Warren dressing “Sylvia Earle” 
 

It is with great sadness that we have to tell you that 
Lindy Warren, Youth Environment Programme 
Manager, passed away suddenly on Tuesday 16 June 
while on holiday in Knysna. 
 
She will be greatly missed as friend, colleague and 
amazing educator. We will never be able to replace 
her at WCC. RIP Lindy. 
 

CHILDREN’S HOLIDAY PROGRAMME 
 
Whale Coast Conservation will present its first fun 
holiday programme for children during the July school 
holidays.  
 

 
Measuring the depth of marine life in rock pools  

 
People often say there is nothing for children to do in 
Hermanus in the holidays so we are trying to meet 
that need. Being an educational organisation, we will 
provide fun as well as an environmental education 
component to each day's activity.  
 

 Tuesday 7 July 10h00 - 13h00:  
Fynbos Creatures Eco model building workshop  

 Wednesday 8 July 10h00 - 13h00:  
‘Amazing Race’ @ The Green House 

 Thursday 9 July 10h00 - 13h00:   
Coastal Hike and exploring rock pools at Hoek van 
die Berg/Vermont 
 
The cost is R50 per participant per day. Children 
should bring their own refreshments.  We would like 
to appeal to our members to consider sponsoring a 
less privileged child.  

mailto:wcc@ocf.org.za
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HERMANUS BYPASS ROAD  
 

As our readers must be aware public comment is now 
invited on the Scoping Report for Environmental 
Assessment of the proposal to build a bypass road 
north of Mountain Drive. We urge all our members to 
examine the report and to participate in the process 
and submit comments before 20 July.  
  
The Scoping Report is available for download from the 
SRK website: www.srk.co.za under ‘Library’ and then 
‘Public Document’ links. Registration as an interested 
party or submission of comments should be directed 
to Kirsty McQuaid at SRK Consulting, on email 
kmcquaid@srk.co.za. The plans for this road will be on 
display on Thursday 2 July at the Hermanus High 
School between 14h00 and 18h00 where consultants 
will answer questions. 
 

At the scoping stage of an EIA, the project is entering 
the design phase and the owner of the project has 
already decided to go ahead with it, only requiring 
environmental and land use planning authorisation. 
The scoping stage of the EIA is intended to establish 
what specialist studies must be conducted to 
determine the environmental impact of the proposed 
development.  
 
Our comments now need to be made in a way that 
clearly points to what specialist studies DEA&DP 
should require the Provincial Roads Department to 
have done and by whom. It is important to recognise 
that DEA&DP will not stop the implementation 
process at this stage, only prescribe investigative work 
that they require in order to inform their decision on 
environmental impact. 
 
In essence, WCC believes that the decline of the 
Hermanus CBD needs to be much more creatively 
addressed.  Alternative solutions that are more 
consistent with the specific need of Hermanus should 
be developed in consultation with local community 
representatives and urban planning specialists who 
are familiar with the Provincial Spatial Development 
Framework (PSDF) and related planning principles. 
WCC proposes that planners should take seriously the 
recommendations in the PSDF to implement different 
approaches to urban design, access and 
transportation issues.  
 

FRIENDS OF THE WCC LIBRARY 
 

The WCC Library is in good hands. Friends of the 
Hermanus Library Jenny Pierce, Hettie Roux and 
Aletta Horne have made their considerable 

experience and expertise available to WCC. They will 
assist Youth Environment Coordinator Shirley Volkwyn 
to classify, catalogue, organise and cover the 
extensive library holdings at WCC. These books are 
available as a resource to schools and the general 
public.    
 

 
Jenny Pierce, Hettie Roux and Aletta Horne 
 

REHABILITATING BIODIVERSITY 
 

The Biodiversity Walk in the Hermanus CBD stretches 
from Gearing’s Point to Swallow Park along the 
“Champagne Mile”. For years this stretch of beautiful 
coastline was badly neglected and overgrown with 
alien plants such as nasturtiums and kikuyu grass.  
 

Now the path has been upgraded, lovely stone seating 
has been built and informational signage installed. But 
this is just the beginning. The coastal flora needs to be 
rehabilitated. The first step was to spray the kikuyu 
with Focus Ultra, a herbicide fairly specific for kikuyu. 
The dead grass is unsightly at present, but will form a 
mulch to protect new plantings. The long and arduous 
task to replant indigenous species has started. Jack 
Bold at the Fernkloof Nursery propagated 3,000 
plants, pelargoniums and sea roses, in trays. Members 
of the Hermanus Garden Club, Cliff Path Management 
Group, Hermanus Botanical Society and the gardeners 
of the Extended Public Works Programme all helped.  
 

 
Hermanus Garden Club members Sue Taylor, Judie George 
and Marlene Miller  

http://www.srk.co.za/
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 NURTURING OUR SOIL 
 

During June Shirley Volkwyn, YEP and Community 
Project Coordinator at WCC attended a Permaculture 
workshop organised by EduPlant, the South African 
schools' food gardening and greening programme that 
was started by Food & Trees for Africa in 1994.   
 

The workshops ran over four days and the theme was 
“Bringing soil back to life and making the most of 
water”.   
 

 
Shirley Volkwyn (middle, right) at the EduPlant workshop 

 
WCC organizes the annual Gardening Competition for 
upcoming gardeners in Zwelihle, Mount Pleasant and 
Hawston. We also plant trees in schools and 
communities across the Overstrand. The knowledge 
gained at the workshop will be put to good use in all 
these projects. 
  

A FASCINATING FACT ABOUT FYNBOS 
 

Plants have evolved many tactics to disperse their 
seeds, including using animals. One such example was 
revealed by Prof William Bond at the FynArts course 
on fynbos organised by the Hermanus Botanical 
Society.  

 
Ceratocaryum argenteum 

 
One of our most distinctive 
large and showy restios, 
Ceratocaryum argenteum, has a 
large brown seed that looks and 
smells like antelope droppings. 
Dung beetles are fooled into 
rolling the “bokdrol” away and 
carefully burying it before they 
realise that the hard seed is 
unsuitable for laying their eggs. 
But by then the dung beetle has 
effectively dispersed and 
planted the seed. 

 

EXPLORING ROCKY SHORES 
 

During June WCC’s Shirley Volkwyn and Anina Lee 
spent a beautiful winter’s morning exploring the rocky 
shore with enthusiastic Gr 4-6 learners from Curro 
Hermanus. 
 

 
Having fun and learning about the ecology of the rocky 
shore. 
 

BIODIVERSITY EXPOS AT CURRO HERMANUS 
AND LAERSKOOL KLEINMOND 
 
On Tuesday 23 June WCC took its Expo on Biodiversity 
to Curro Hermanus. About 200 well-informed learners 
welcomed the opportunity to get a different 
perspective on their curriculum and participated in 
the discussions flowing from the exhibits. 
 
The Expo then visited Laerskool Kleinmond on 25 June 
to interact with a further 120 delightful and 
environmentally aware learners in Grades 4 to 7.  
 
Schools on the WCC Youth Environment Programme 
(YEP) are embracing environmental education and 
learners will undoubtedly grow up to be thoughtful 
and environmentally responsible adults. 
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At one of the 8 stands Sheraine van Wyk, Eco-Learning 
Manager explained how learners can participate in 
citizen-science projects and make a contribution to 
our knowledge about the environment. 
 
Full reports on both the Expo are available on request. 
 

TALK ON SUSTAINABLE FISHING 
 
Our talk on Tuesday 7 July at 17h30 at the Green 
House is of great relevance to our area. The speaker is 
Mkululi Silandela of WWF-SA who has been working 
with small scale fishers in the Kleinmond area. 
 
With many of our inshore marine resources badly 
overexploited, including important species such as 
abalone, West Coast rock lobsters and a number of 
key line-fish species, South Africa’s small-scale fishing 
communities face an uncertain future unless new 
solutions can be found to managing this complex 
sector.  
 
WWF-SA has been working with the Kogelberg fishing 
communities and various stakeholders in Kleinmond 
since 2013 to address some of the key environmental 
and social challenges facing South Africa’s small-scale 
fisheries.  
 

 
Small scale fishers - photo by Peter Chadwick 

The first of its kind in the country, this Fisheries 
Improvement Project (FIP) is built on the premise that 
small-scale fisheries need to be both socially and 
environmentally sustainable in order to sustain 
livelihoods.  
 

Over the last year, together with the community, the 
project partners have put together a work plan to 
achieve resilient fisheries. 
 

Mkhululi will outline the challenges and explain the 
proposed work plan and the way forward.  
 

PREVIEW OF TALKS IN AUGUST 
 
We are happy to tell you that we have two talks in 
August that should have wide appeal and cater for 
many interests.    
 
The first talk is about flowers and the second about 
sea turtle conservation.  We will give more details of 
the talks in the August Newsletter, but please diarise 
them in the meantime. They are both at the Green 
House at 17h30 (5.30 pm). 
 
Tuesday 11 August: David Davidson will talk about all 
the drama at the Chelsea Flower Show 2015.  
 
Wednesday 26 August: Dr George Hughes speaks on 
sea turtle conservation.  Please note that this talk is 
on a Wednesday and not our usual Tuesday. 
 
 

 THANKS TO OUR GREEN DIAMOND AND GREEN 
EMERALD INVESTORS IN THE ENVIRONMENT 
 
We take this opportunity to once again thank our 
generous investors in the environment. 
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